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God's Year 
By Helen Rogers Smith 


T mine, but God’s, the year that 
lies ahead, 

Not mine to know the path my feet shall 
tread. 

Ner do I ask its griefs or gifts to see, 

The dreams withheld, the joys in store 
for me. 

I know God wills me good. His care 

Is over me. And whatsoe’er 

His love ‘shall grant me, or deny, 

Is best. Nor shall I question why. 

It is God’s year, and I would render 
back each coming hour, 

Touched with the radiance of His love 
and power. 

we 


Darkness for Light 


Since God put Adam and Eve in 
the Garden, Satan has been offering to 
man substitutes for God’s best. He is 
a skillful deceiver, and all who do not 
take the Word of God as their standard 
are ignorant of his devices. Recent evi- 
dence of what a master hand Satan is 
at concocting counterfeits is found in a 
bulletin issued in November by the Bet- 
ter Business Bureau of Philadelphia, 
The Bureau “recently obtained from the 
Office of the Attorney General.of the 
United States the names of forty-two 
organizations that have been newly des- 
ignated as subversive. This brings the 


' 


total number of designated subversive 
organizations to 236.” The Bureau has 
rendered a real service by sending the 
list to its clients. The bulletin contains 
the names of all the organizations, and 
declares that the “revised list includes 
organizations which are classified as 
Communist, Fascist, Subversive, Totali- 
tarian, and those seeking to alter the 
form of government of the United States 
by unconstitutional means and to deny 
by force the rights of others under the 
Constitution.” The amazing thing about 
the list is the frequent occurrence of 
good words in bad company. These 
words are the bait to catch the unwary. 
For instance, the word “peace” occurs 
thirteen times, “rights” nine times, “de- 
fense” or “defend” seven times; and the 
titles are liberally sprinkled with such 
words as relief, protection, fraternal, 
friends, freedom, union, and Abraham 
Lincoln’s good name appears three times. 
The most scandalous example of verbal 
perversion in this Wlack list is the use 
of the word “American,” which occurs 
more than fifty times. It should be noted 
that this list, as the bulletin states, “is 
used chiefly in the government’s loyalty 
program.” Here is a cluster of organ- 
izations “seeking to alter the form of 
government of the United States by un- 


constitutional means and to deny by 
force the rights of others under the Con- 
stitution,” and yet having the effrontery 
to make free use of the word “Ameri- 
can”! Peace is promised, but “there is 
no peace, saith the Lord, unto the 
wicked” (Isa. 48:22). Freedom is prom- 
ised, but there is no real freedom apart 
from God’s truth and the work of His 
Son: “And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free... 
if the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:32, 36). 
Many of the members, and possibly some 
of the leaders of these organizations are 
deceived; but they are instigated by a 
group which comes under the divine 
condemnation spoken by Isaiah and the 
Apostle Peter: “Woe unto them that 
call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for dark- 
ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter!” “But chiefly them that walk 
after the flesh in the lust of unclean- 
ness, and despise government. Presump- 
tuous are they, selfwilled, they are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities. . .. 
While they promise them liberty, they 
themselves are the servants of corrup- 
tion: for of whom a man is overcome, 
of the same is he brought in bondage” 
(Isa, 5:20; 2 Pet. 2:10, 19). 
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True and False Ideas on Intoxicants 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE political fight against drink lags, 
and we can perhaps best use this 
time of slackness to strengthen wit- 
ness in the Church. It is the more nec- 
essary since there has been in late years 
a distinct lowering of standards on the 
subject among church people. 
Quarterly Temperance Sunday (Jan. 
31) gives opportunity which has not 
always been adequately used. Those 
who write the quarterlies for the Sun- 
day school need help. There is abun- 
dant European literature, which supports 
our side, but it is little known. Much 
of the contemporary American literature 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“He endured, as seeing him who 
is invisible” (Heb. 11:27b). 
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comes from a-source that is contami- 
nated. 

Men's Bible classes deserve first atten- 
tion, and we should aim to reach and 
indoctrinate this great army across the 
nation. Scientific information should 
take a leading place, but simplified, so 
as to be made useful to other grades 
also. 


Let us start with the following: 


I 
ALCOHOL AND NicHT BLINDNESS 

Drink imperils driving safety in many 
ways. It slows reaction time, reduces 
side sight, quickness, and reliability of 
decision. It often makes the driver 
reckless in taking chances But there 
are other more subtle injuries, little 
publicized as yet. 


A high proportion of driving accidents 
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take place at night and at @usk. Many 
drivers who see perfectly in the day- 
time have defective vision when night 
comes on. They are night blindlings. 
Especially are they disturbed by glare 
of headlights and do not quickly recover 
from it. 

What is the cause of this deficiency in 
night sight? Their eyes lack vitamin A 
nourishment. 

Vegetables bring vitamin A into the 
system in the preliminary form of pro- 
vitamin A. This pro-vitamin goes to the 
liver, where it is transformed into ma- 
tured vitamin A, and is then sent to the 
eyes for protectton against eye dryness 
and night blindness (hemeralopia). If 
the liver is intact the eye gets its needed 
supply. 

But the liver of the drinking man is 
commonly not in.good order. It is a 
favorite point of attack by alcohol. Thus 
cirrhosis of the liver is the most char- 
acteristic alcoholic disease. High per- 
centages of accidents due to night blind- 
ness occur when the driver’s drinking 
habits have brought on cirrhotic liver 
conditions detrimental to the process- 
ing of pro-vitamin A into vitamin A. 

The Highway Traffic Board of Philadel- 
phia registers four times as many high- 
way fatalities during hours of darkness, 
in proportion to traffic volume, as in 
daylight. “Poor driving vision at night 
is probably the most important single 
factor. 
the daytime, are unfit to operate an 
automobile after sundown.” According 
to the Association of Motor Vehicles 
Administrators, “a big percentage of ac- 
cident repeaters have defective glare 
vision, and at least fifteen per cent of 
these defectives are dangerous drivers.” 


It 
CEREBRAL ELECTRICITY 


Because of their high content of fat, 
alcohol goes by preference to liver and 
brain. It causes a progressive paralysis 
of the brain. ; 

The activity of nerve cells expresses 
itself in the continuous outflow of electric 
waves. 
all the movements of our body. 

We can measure brain waves by means 
of electrodes attached to the head, and 
register them to an amplification of many 
thousand times, by means of a mechan- 
ism with pen which traces them on 
paper. These records are called electro- 
encephalograms (electric brain record- 
ings), and are comparable to cardio- 
grams, 

The cerebral cortex (or brain enve- 
lope) of a man in a state of nervous 
good health emits electric waves remark- 
ably regular in rhythm and with a fre- 
quency of about ten a second. Many 
experts have used these, electric brain 
recordings to analyze the influence of 
alcohol] on the aetivity of the cerebral 
cortex. Thus: 

In .sober state, experimental subject 
M— gave a tracing in which the fre- 











Some drivers, perfectly safe in’ 


These waves direct and control ~ 
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quency was regular—8.8 waves per sec- 
ond. ‘The regularity of rhythm was even 
spectacular. : 

He was then given 160 grams of alco- 
hol diluted in water. At the end of an 
hour he was “under the influence.” 
Tracing No. 2 showed marked irregular- 
ity. The frequency of the waves had 
fallen to 7.6 per second, a slowing down 
of 14 per cent. The delicate cerebral 
cortex was already troubled in its func- 
tioning. 

At the end of the second hour of 
drinking, M— is drunk. Tracing No. 3 
showed a brain picture of great disorder. 
Frequency had fallen to 6.5 per second, 
26 per cent less than normal. Cells be- 
ing unable to function, the body loses 
direction. 

The subject gradually recovers as the 
alcohol is burned in the organism. But 
it disappears slowly from his brain, At 
the end of five hours we have a picture 
precisely that of test number two (under 
the influence). However, the man feels 
himself normal. If he is a chauffeur 
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he takes his place at the wheel. In 
reality, twenty-four hours must pass be- 
fore the electro-encephalograms are nor- 
mal again, that is, until the cerebral 
lining is able to resume its functions 
without difficulty. 

Large numbers of these alcohol tests 
have been made. Most noticeable is the 
slowing down of the electric waves. 
Their frequency falls from 20 to 30 per 
cent, which probably corresponds to a 
slowing of reaction time. Complete re- 
turn to normal is proved to take a much 
longer time than is ordinarily thought 
to be the case. 

The pioneer in these studies is an 
Austrian psychiatrist, Dr. Hans Berger. 

III ° 

For some years, a gumshoe campaign 
has been going on to break down tem- 
perance instruction in the public schools. 
Laws making such teaching obligatory 
have been repealed in Ohio, Oregon, 
and Kansas. Back of this campaign 
seems to be the same Wall Street crowd 
(Continued on page 47) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


An Explanation From 
the Bible Society 


I am sorry to note in the article by 
Mr. Ernest Gordon in the December 
12th issue of THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMES 
this sentence, “Yet the Bible Society is 
circulating this false note among the 
thousands of young Koreans now 
eagerly studying English.” This refers 
to a footnote on verse 16, chapter 1, 
of St. Matthew’s Gospel of the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. 

I had a careful check made and I 
find that the Revised Standard Version 
has been sent to Korea in the following 
amounts and on the dates indicated: 
R.S.V. Illustrated St. Matthew, 100 
copies (July 6, 1953);.200 copies (Nov. 
30, 1953); R.S.V. St. Matthew, small edi- 
tion, 500 copies (Dec, 10, 1952); 2,000 
(Nov. 20, 1953); instructions are going 
forth not to distribute these 2,000. 

The fact is therefore that we have 
shipped to Korea in the two editions 
exactly 800 copies of the Gospel of St. 
Matthew in the R.S.V. The impres- 
sion given by the statement quoted 
above is that thousands of young Ko- 
reans eagerly studying English have 
been furnished with these portions 
with the offensive footnote. The num- 
ber actually available for distribution in 
Korea is less than 1,000. This footnote 
will not appear in any future editions 
issued by the American Bible Society, 
nor in future editions of the New Tes- 
tament issued by Thomas Nelson and 
Sons.—Dr. Frank H.. Mann, General 
Secretary, American Bible Society, 
New York. 

The footnote, which is found in only 
one late Syriac manuscript, said that 
the reading of “other ancient authorities” 





was that Joseph was the father of Jesus. 
This is a serious error, since it denies 
the virgin birth. However, the Times 
is glad to learn that the number of 
copies was not so large as might have 
been supposed at first; that the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has ordered that the 
last lot of 2,000 is not to be distributed; 
and that the footnote will no longer be 
used. 
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A Plea From Overseas 


From a needy field comes an urgent 
call, which does not require that any- 
one go overseas. It is an appeal for a 
consecrated Christian in the United 
States to act as a “communications of- 
ficer” for a band who are out on the 
firing line among Moslems. Mr. H. W. 
Buckenham, general secretary and treas- 
urer of the Algiers Mission Band, 
founded in 1888 by Miss I. Lillias Trotter, 
writes: , 

The Algiers Mission Band, an inter- 
denominational] evangelica] mission for 
the evangelization of Moslems’in Al- 
geria, desire to present to the Ameri- 
can Christians their urgent need of an 
honorary secretary in America, and 
solicit the prayers of interested friends 
with regard to this. Address, The Al- 
giers Mission Band, Dar Naama, El 
Biar, Algiers, North Africa, 

For several years the Editor has served 
as a reference for this work in the 
U. S. A., and is glad to continue doing so. 
But until an honorary secretary in 
America is forthcoming, all general cor- 
respondence should be addressed directly 
to the Mission’s headquarters, at the 
address given. 
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Living Under the Threat of Persecution in Spain 


“Difficulties breed good Christians” 





OT so long ago, a little group of 
N Christians of one of the larger 

congregations of an important city 
of Spain decided to go to the countryside 
on a picnic, the day fixed being a festive 
one. 

On arriving at the station to take the 
train, they noticed there a youth who, 
accompanied by some of his friends, used 
to come to the services in their chapel. 
He was showing great interest in the ac- 
tivities of the brethren. They invited 
him to join them, but, this invitation be- 
ing refused, they just boarded the train 
and left him there. Strange, but on ar- 
riving at their destination, they found 
there a couple of young fellows who 
were friends of the one they had left 
at the station. They, too, refused an 
invitation to accompany the group, and 
so our little group proceeded to the 
place where they intended to camp. 

When already installed there, they 
noticed with apprehension that, at about 
a stone’s throw, there was a group of 
young men intently watching them. 
However, they had their lunch, and were 
so far unmolested. About mid-afternoon, 
as is usual in these Christian picnics, 
they prepared for a short time of prayer 
and meditation of the Word of God. 

Before they had time to realize it, 
they found themselves surrounded by 
the group which, up to now, had left 
them unmolested. Getting out their 
guns, and aiming at the Christians, they 
shouted: “Go on, give us your Bibles!” 


Escape From Threatened Trouble 

Not obeying their orders, some of the 
group dared to ask them under what 
authorit¥ they were doing this, getting 
as the only answer that “under present 
lawg Protestant public meetings were 
forbidden.” The Christians tried to make 
them understand that what was prac- 
tically a family gathering on a moun- 
tain was not what might be called ex- 
actly a public meefing, but it was all 
in vain. Becoming more angry, the 
young men suddenly commanded that 
men and women separate themselves. 
Seeing that things were getting worse, 
and knowing that something terrible and 
irreparable would happen if they obeyed, 
they instead defied the men by forming 
a solid, compact group. 

At this, the men became furious and 
began to shout threats against all of 
them. Suddenly, at this critica] point, 
the Christians noticed two men down 
in the road. Risking everything to get 
out of this difficult situation, one of the 
group began to shout for help as strongly 
as he could and attracted the attention 
of the two men, who came to see what 
was happening. 


No one can read this testimony with- 
out realizing that it comes from a 
heart burning with love to God and 
for lost souls. It is published anony- 
mously for obvious reasons, but it 
came to the Editors from a Christian 
in this country who has been in 
touch with the author, and it was 
accompanied by an original letter 
ftom him. The American friend 
writes, “I feel privileged to have 
been permitted to be used in a small 
way in getting this article to you. 
Because it honors Him, I feel certain 
that the Lord will use it to His glory 
in our day.” It was written in Eng- 
lish, and only a few changes have 
been made for the sake of clarity. 
It is an unusually strong plea for’ 
prayer for the growing group of be- 
lievers in Spain. 








It turned out that one of these two 
men was a Roman Catholic priest. He 
demanded an explanation from the at- 
tacking group of what was going on; 
and, on seeing what it was all about, 
in the strongest terms he exhorted them 
in the name of the most Holy Catholic 
Church and of Jesus Christ to let alone 
the defenseless group. 

What their plans and intentions were 
will probably never be known, but the 
fact is that they had not time to carry 
them out, and so this little company 
of believers was thus preserved by God. 
A few days later, the pastor of the 
church to which these Christians be- 
longed received the visit of a military 
man of high position, who courteously 
invited him to file a protest against this 
assault. He was told that this was not 
really necessary, for as Christians, we are 
commanded to return good for evil. 


Dear brethren, have you ever suf- 
fered persecution for Jesus’ sake? Our 
memories are still fresh about the time 
when some of our brethren in this coun- 
try were publicly stoned for worshiping 
our Lord and Saviour, or when their 
heads were shaved crosswise as a mark 


_of reproach: Have you ever paused to 


think what persecution can do for a 
Christian? Have you ever thought of 
the blessings of persecution? 


Oh, dear ones, I’m sure that if you 
paused to think of the immense value 
of the freedom of. worship you do have, 
you would make better use of it. You 
know, God has His plans for Spain, too. 
Here, amid so many difficulties, guided 
and protected by the Holy Spirit, is a 
group of Christians, slowly -but gradu- 
ally increasing, who want to see the 
mighty hand of the omnipotence of God 
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raining down upon this sin-soaked world 
the vivifying and resurrecting force of 
a Holy Ghost flood. We are praying 
to this end, praying sincerely, yes, but 
praying not as we should, for we are 
human and weak, and this greatest of 
all blessing needs superhuman efforts, 
mightier efforts than the little ones we 
all are used to! 

As Christians, we are denied the right 
of marrying, or of having our own 
schools. One of our brothers found him- 
self compelled, when his father died, to 
take his body away in a truck at dawn 
and bury him. Although all this is a 
constant reality for us, there is such a 
joy among us! Dear brethren, have you 
ever thought of the blessings a persecu- 
tion can bring? Let me help you to 
see what it means, 

You, and millions like you, are now 
free Christians. You can worship God 
according to your conscience and Holy 
Writ. ~And, what is generally the result 
of all this freedom? Indifference! Yes, 
I don’t like to say this, dear brother 
and sister, but remember, being brothers 
in Christ, we’ have the privilege of hav- 
ing a sincere talk, and this would do 
much good to all of us. -Now, suppose 
tomorrow your government changes, 
and the one who comes to power sub- 
jects you to the same prohibitions in 
force among us. What will be the re- 
sult of this? Why, you know already, 
without my having to tell you! Ameri- 
cans are a free people, and they would 
find intolerable this suppression of the 
most inalienable right of their con- 
science. Surely, then, for the first time, 
many, Many a one would begin to see 
clearly the tremendous duty of being a 
Christian, and with this _ realization 
would come new power to witness for 
our dear Saviour. 


The Secret of Strength in Spain 

Perhaps you are wondering why I am 
telling you such things. Simply be- 
cause this is the secret of our strength 
as Christians. Here, in a country where 
to become a follower of Christ may 
jean to lose your present job, or find 
none if you are jobless, all Christians 
must be sure witnesses for Christ, faith- 
ful to Him; for if they were half-hearted, 
they would not follow such a difficult 
path! 

In the last ten years, God has mirac- 
ulously increased the number of saved 
souls among ourselves. But there are 
so mapy difficulties presenting them- 
selves very day that sometimes we stag- 
ger under such a great burden. And 
here, my dear brother, sister, is where 
you can help. 

You have, like ourselves, a tremen- 
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dous spiritual force at your disposition. 
We use this force, but we need your 
help. Yes, it is prayer—the prayer of 
desperate men and /women struggling 
against everything, self, circumstances, 
adversities; the prayer that comes out 
of a soul with a wail, like a dying cry. 


We are not asking for anything more, ° 


but, be not mistaken, we are asking for 
the most difficult thing. Oh, if I had 
been born in America, and knew well 
how to express myself in your language, 
I think I would succeed in driving home 
to your heart this desperate pleading 
of your brethren from across the seas. 
You are a generous people, used to giv- 
ing great gifts. And now, we come to 
you, and, looking into your eyes, we 
beg, “Will you give us your heart?” 

For nothing short of this heart-union 
will bring about the blessings we want 
for the dying unsaved souls of this Gos- 
pel-thirsty land. Remember, “Elias was 
a man subject to like passions as we are, 
and he prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain: and it rained not on the earth 
by the space of three years and six 
months. And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit” (Jas. 5:17, 18). 

In one issue (not recent) of one of 
the leading Catholic magazines of Spain 
were these words: “Spain is a Catholic 
nation. The Spaniards of other re- 
ligions are insignificant in quantity. and 
quality. Perhaps they don’t even come 
to about 1,500—and these, of the worse 
categories, cultural as well as moral.” 
Yes, we are despised, rejected, socially 
ignored. But the magnificent truth is 
that we number already more than ten 
times the number given in this magazine 
(in one of our churches we seat about 
four hundred people on Sundays); and 
that the evangelical Christian is known 
in Spain precisely for the holiness of 
his walk and the purity of his life. Of 
course, we cannot reply to such state- 
ments, for the press is forbidden to us. 
Nor can we tell about the difficulties 
that are put in our way every day. But, 
as we well know, every Christian who 
lives consistently is an irrefutable tes- 
timony to the truth which has saved 
him, and this is something which cannot 
be destroyed. 

We are not pleading with God for less 
burdens, but for greater strength. We 
know perfectly well the importance of 
the times in which we are living. We 
feel the imminence of His coming draw- 
ing near every minute, and we desper- 
ately want to bring about a tremendous 
spiritual awakening to save as many 
souls as the Spirit of God empowers us 
to before they are eternally lost for 
want of a helping hand that seizes them 
just before they plunge into the abyss. 

Will we do our part? Here th Spain 
we are helped by our difficulties. Dif- 
ficulties breed good Christians. But we 
must still pray as God wants us to, like 
dying men and women. Will you help 
us? Will you give us your’ precious, 
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urgently needed prayers? God is watch- 
ing us, and this is a very solemn thought. 
For if we just do as our weak forces 
permit, then the mighty forces of Om- 
nipotence will come on us and trans- 
form us into living torches, with a 
fire imperishable, divine, overpowering. 
Then, as our Father is used to do with 
us, He will give more than we ask for; 
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and with our very eyes we shall see the 
micht of the Spirit sweeping away be- 
fore Him the leprosy of sin from the 
lives of troubled humanity; and from 
all over the world a glofious chorus of 
redeemed souls will shout unto Him that 
inhabiteth eternity, “Hallelujah, ‘thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 


by thy blood,’ Hallelujah!” 


e 


V. The Christ-Centered Life 


Its atmosphere, which is His presence 


NCE more we will be thinking of 

the Christ-centered life in another 
of its phases. In the last article, we 
considered the way in which it must 
always be under the control] of the Holy 
Spirit, whose ministry it is to make real 
to us the things of Christ and to make 
Him real to us and then in and through 
us to others. The subject of this article 
is the atmosphere of the Christ-centered 
life, which is His presence. 

We all know the importance of the 
atmosphere in which we live and its 
effects on us. In certain parts of the 
country, especially where the humidity 
is high, it makes us feel very weary 
and lacking in ambition. We also know 
how stimulating clear, mountain air is, 
and the way in which it braces us up 
and causes all sorts of new energy and 
vigor to be ours. The same thing is true 
in the spiritual world, and we need to 
realize that and act and live accordingly. 
You remember how Paul, in writing to 
his friends in Philippi, when he was 
imprisoned in Rome, suddenly breaks 
the thought of his Letter and says, “The 
Lord is near.” He was very conscious 
of the presence of the Roman soldier to 
whom he was chained the whole time, 
but he was even more conscious of the 
presence of the Lord, and that caused 
him to rejoice even in the midst of dan- 
ger and uncertainty. 

There is a little expression that we 


~ find very often, especially in the writ- 


ings of Paul, which forms the basis 
of the truth of which we are think- 
ing. It is “in Christ.” “In Christ, he 
is a new creation,” writes Paul in 
speaking of the real Christian. Every- 
thing that you and I have or are that 
is well pleasing to God and that is worth 
while is based on the fact that we are 
in Christ. As Paul tells his readers in 
his Letter to the Ephesians, in Him we 
were chosen from before the foundation 
of the world, in Him we are redeemed, 
in Him we were made an heritage, and 
in Him also we were sealed through the 
Holy Spirit. Only as we are in Christ 
through faith can we receive any of 
these tremendous blessings, and also only 
as we are in Him can we live to the 
honor and glory of God. The important 
question, of course, is as to how we can 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


experience this great truth in our daily 
living and what it will mean to us. At 
this time I want to mention briefly four 
great realities that should come into our 
lives as we take Hold in faith of the 
truth that we are indeed “in Christ.” 

1. A New Perspective. “We henceforth 
know no man after the flesh: even 
though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now we know him so no more. 
. ,. The old things are passed away; be- 
hold, they are become new” (2 Cor. 5: 
16, 17). Paul is here expressing the tre- 
mendous change that has come to him 
as the result of his coming to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He says that 
everything and everybody is seen in a 
different light. -He suddenly sees Christ 
Himself in those whom he had formerly 
regarded as despicable and hateful in 
every particular. Money, amusements, 
pleasure, everything is seen in an en- 
tirely new light, and as Paul says in 
Philippians, “What things were gain to 
me, these have I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea verily, and I count all things to 
be loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” He makes 
a list of the things which he had for- 
merly prized and had taken a delight in 
possessing. They were all good and of 
real value in the estimation of most peo- 
ple, but Paul says that the more he 
valued them the less attention he would 
give to the knowledge of Christ and to 
the matter of getting to know Him, 
therefore he was more than glad to re- 
gard them as refuse and let them all 
go out of his life for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ. 

2. A New Manner of Life. The sec- 
ond result of living in the presence of 
Christ day by day is that it will mean 
of necessity a new manner of life. “As 
thereforé ye received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in him” (Col. 2:6). Much 
is said in the Pauline Epistles about the 
walk of the Christian. It is often quite 
possible to tell considerable of a man’s 
character by watching carefully the way 
in which he walks, and it is very easy to 
tell much about the condition of a man’s 
spiritual life by noticing something of 
his daily practices. If and as we realize 
the fact that we are continually in the 
Lord’s presence and that He is always 
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with us, it will make us much more 
careful in all of our living. It will 
mean that we will hesitate to go into 
any place where He would not go or 
where He would not accompany us. It 
will naturally mean that we will refuse 
to do those things that He would not do 
and of which He cannot approve. Fur- 
ther, it will mean that even in our 
speaking we will increasingly be care- 
ful not to,express ourselves in words 
that He, would not say, and it will finally 
affect our thought life and we will be 
more and more careful not to indulge 
in those thoughts and imaginations that 
are not pleasing to Him and in which 
He can have no part. The children of 
Israel were commanded of God to wear 
a blue hem of fringe at the bottom of 
their robes so as to remind them that 
they were a people set apart by God 
for His glory and therefore could not 
mingle with the heathen nations about 
them and take part in their customs. In 
the same way we also should be wearing 
a badge in our hearts that will continu- 
ally remind us that we have been set 
apart by God for His glorious purposes. 

3. A New Growth, “So walk in him, 
rooted and builded up in him, and estab- 
lished in your faith.” The third result 
of living in the presence of Christ will 
be a new growth. A plant always grows 
in two ways at the same time. There is 
the invisible downward growth beneath 
the soil, and there is the visible upward 
growth into the air, bringing forth 
branches, leaves, flowers, and fruit. In 
the same way there must be a two-way 
growth in us. There must be the down- 
ward growth of our roots that will mean 
we are established in the faith, so that 
we can say, “I know” and “I am per- 
suaded.” As that takes place, there will 
also be the corresponding growth and 
development in life and character. I 
have often heard that the area covered 
by the branches of a tree usually cor- 


responds With the outreach of its roots.’ 


As they spread out underground, so the 
life they absorb from the soi] will send 
out branches that will: reach over the 
same area above the ground. It is cer- 
tainly true that the development of our 
life and character and the extent of our 
influence for the glory of God will be in 
exact proportion to the degree in which 
we are: rooted and established in Him 
and the invisible side of our spiritual 
life is developed. 

4. A New Assurance. The last result 
of an experience of living in the presence 
of the Lord which I can mention at this 
time is a new assurance. In danger, 
Paul writes, “All forsook me: ... but 
the Lord stood by me; and strengthened 
me.” In uncertainty, as the Lord Him- 
self promised in the Book of Isaiah, 
“thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left.” In sor- 
row, for the “God of all comfort;, who 
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comforteth us in all our affliction, that 
we may be able to comfort them that 
are in any affliction, through the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God.” In weakness, as the Lord 
said to His servant Paul, “My strength 
is made perfect in weakness,” and at all 
times, for He promised’ His disciples, 
“Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the age.” How much we 
need to practice the presence of the 
Lord, to learn to live day by day in the 
consciousness that He is with us and 
abiding in us to sustain, to direct, to 
enable, and to give us victory. Only 
as we enter into this experience as a 
normal and regular thing can our lives 
begin to measure up to what the Lord 
has made possible for us and what He 
expects of us. Amid all the uncertainty 
of the times in which we are living, this 
alone is the way in which we can enjoy 
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the peace of heart and the confidence 
that is our inheritance in Christ Jesus 
and that He has for us. May we each 
one grow on to know Him and to live 
in His presence that we, too, may enjoy 
the new perspective, the new manner 
of life, the new growth, and the new as- 
surance that should be ours in Christ. 
Our God and Father, lead us, we 
pray, increasingly to live in the at- 
mosphere of Thy holy presence. 
Make us conscious that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is indeed abiding in us, 
and may we so live that we are con- 
stantly abiding in Him.. Make us 
fruitful, we beseech Thee, to the 
glory of Thy holy name, and well 
pleasing in Thy sight, for we ask it 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
(To be continued) 


What Hath God Wrought in Belgium? 


Thirty-five years of perils, deliverances, and victories 


‘ 


ANY of God’s servants are con- 

tinually asking, “Does God work 
miracles today as He did when He was 
here upon earth? Is the power of God 
in us the very same power that was in 
Jesus of Nazareth? And can we ex- 
pect omnipotence to be manifested in 
answer to our prayers?” 

The promises of God are amazing. “If 
ye abide in me,” said the Lord Jesus, 
“and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you” (John 15:7). “I have chosen 
you and ordained you . . . that what- 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in my 


name he may give it you” (John 15:16). 


“If ye shall ask any thing in my name 
I will do it” (John 14:14). 

And as we look at these promises and 
look into the face of Him who hasegiven 
those promises, surely anything may 
happen. Miracles can be wrought. Is 
anything too hard for the Lord? Our 
God is always at home in the impossible. 
I want to give an illustration of that fact. 

Some thirty-five years ago I came into 
touch with Ralph and Edith Norton, 
who hati just retutned from the first 
World War working among the soldiers, 
and had seen the land of Belgium un- 
der the dominatiog and control of the 
Church of Rome, And there was scarcely 
any real aggressive preaching of the 
Gospel in any of its cities or towns. 
The Lord laid hold of that couple and 
filled them with a baptism of divine 
love for Belgium, and called them, to 
be His servants to take the Gospel to 
this priest-ridden land. 

Humanly speaking, Ralph Norton was 
the very last man men would have 
chosen to be the founder of a mission 
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and to take on such a task as this. For 
only those of us who know Belgium real- 
ize the terrific power that Rome has had 
over its people. The tasks, humanly 
speaking, seemed fantastic, but this man 
of God, Ralph Norton, had seen a vision 
of the Lord. He had heard the call 
from God and, though some of his 
friends tried to dissuade him, he was 
bent on being obedient to the heavenly 
vision. It was like attacking the castle 
of Giant Goliath, and Ralph Norton had 
not even the personality or the gifts of 
David. But. the mighty power of the 
living God was in that man: He knew 
his God. He knew the power of prayer. 
What has happened as a result of his 
attack on this gréat Roman domain? 
From the very first the Church of 
Rome was furious. Its adherents did 
all in their power to resist the preaching 
of the Gospel in their streets and in 
the halls that were being built, and to 
resist the distribution of the Scriptures. 
They wrote furious articles to the press. 
The first missionaries and converts had 
to undergo real persecution and suffer- 
ing. The Church of Rome did not real- 
ize it, but she was doing the very best 
thing she possibly could for the advance 
of the Gospel, for Belgium was awak- 
ing, socialism was developing, and there 
was a longing in the hearts of many 
people, especially in the industrial areas, 
to be free. And they asked themselves: 
“What is there about this man Norton 
and this Gospel that he preaches? Why 
should the priests seek to prevent this 
preaching?” And many a man, and 
woman too, began to investigate, and 
their eyes and their hearts were opened 
to the glory of the Gospel and the Lord 
Jesus Christ and there were members 
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added to the church literally, at times, 
daily. 


I was standing in front of a map of 
Belgium yesterday and looking at the 
amazing results of the, past thirty-five 
years of evangelizing this little country. 
I was astounded to see what God hath 
wrought. Throughout especially the in- 
dustrial area there are some sixty-seven 
churches or mission halls, where regu- 
larly every week real born-again souls 
gather, souls who have been brought 
out of bondage into liberty, out of dark- 
ness into light, out of Romanism into 
Christ. Miracles are happening in this 
country every day. 

We often hear of converts to Rome, 
but we seldom hear of converts from 
Rome to Christ. The work that the 
Belgian Gospel Mission is doing ought 
to be widely’ known both in Great 
Britain and in America, for it is a mighty 
work of God. 

Some twenty-one years ago the then 
leaders, seeing the development of the 
Church of God in all parts of Belgium 
and Flanders and the rise of new 
churches, felt the necessity of having an 
annual convention (1) for the deepening 
of spiritual] life, (2) for the strengthen- 
ing of fellowship. This Mission is run 
on what I call “Keswick” lines. To them, 
the Bible is the Word of God and they 
preach a full salvation—not only salva- 
tion from the guilt and doom of sin, 
but the glorious possibility of salvation 
from its power here and now. And 
it has been my privilege on this twenty- 
first convention to minister to repre- 
sentatives of those churches from, all 
over Belgium. I wish I could portray 
what I have been seeing, and could give 
to you some idea of the lovely atmos- 
phere of this convention. Though they 
speak in a language that I do not under- 
stand, yet as we kneel in prayer the 
spirit of prayer possesses us all, for the 
Lord is in our midst, and there is really 
a wonderful fellowship. 

To me has been given the privilege of 
giving some Bible readings and seeing 
the church and the buildings around the 
church filled to overflowing and the 
message being broadcast not only in the 
church, but into the rooms 
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sary Number of Flanders’ Fields, the 
quarterly of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
is this statement: 


At least three times in the history of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, opponents 
might have expected it to close the doors. 
The first time was soon after its birth, 
then again at the death of the founder 
fifteen years later, and finally when Bel- 
gium was occupied by the Germans duf- 
ing World War II. Because this venture 
of faith had been undertaken in humble 
obedience to the clear call of God, it 
was sustained only by the repeated in- 
terventions of the Captain of our salva- 
tion. After thirty-five years of experi- 
encing His mercy and grace, we shall 
review briefly the times of crisis for 
our own encouragement, as well as that 
of our readers. 

In the years following the Armistice 
of 1918, when Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton were trying‘to get a foothold for 
evangelistic work in Brussels, their 
bright hopes were dashed repeatedly by 
unforeseen difficulties, Critics were not 
slow to suggest that the insecurity of the 
Mission was even revealed by the name 
of the street where its headquarters were 
located, on rue du Gouvernement Provi- 
soire (Provisional Government Street). 
In his extremity, Mr. Norton gave himself 
unto’ prayer, and slowly, from seeming 
ruin, the Mission began to assume a new 
form with stronger foundations. 

The staff had grown to about one 
hundred, with regular services held in 
sixty-six communities, when Mr. Norton 
was called to his reward. The contagion 
of his vision, the example and influence 
of his mighty intercession had vanished. 
Co-Directors were appointed to carry on 
the work—his former assistant, John C. 
Winston and O. Vansteenberghe, one of 
the earliest and most valued workers. 
War clouds were gathering even then, 
and it was a time of anxious foreboding. 

When the conflict finally erupted in 
all its fury, everything planted by “the 
foreign philanthropists,” Ralph and Edith 
Norton, seemed doomed to be uprooted. 
Would not the infant churches and all 
the aggfessive evangelism wither away, 
when cut off materially and spiritually 
from foreign Christians? Only the power 
of God preserved this testimony through 
the cruel strain of enemy occupation, 
when the faith of Dr. Vansteenberghe 
and ‘his staff was so sorely tried. Paul’s 
words to the Philippians can be applied 
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te this faithful band, “Being confident 

. . that he which hath begun a good 
work in you, will finish it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” 

Today the Belgian Gospel Mission has 
resumed its prewar activities, using six 
well-tried methods of attack on the 
strongholds of sin and superstition, From 
the Brussels Headquarters building flows 
a stream of Gospel literature, Bibles, and 
tracts in many languages (a total of over 
nineteen million pieces distributed to 
date); evangelistic work is constantly 
carried on with tents, open-air meetings, 
conventions, and rallies; young people 
are being prepared for service in th: 
Bible Institute (three year course), a 
well as in night and correspondenc« 
courses; regular preaching services ari 
held in sixty-seven churches and an- 
nexes; children’s work is done in parks, 
home Bible classes, and Bible camps; 
displaced persons and other foreigners 
in Belgium are also being reached. 

The Board of Trustees, with a host of 
loyal friends in.the United States and 
Great Britain, have continued their spir- 
itual and material support through the 
years, for which we thank our Heavenly 
Father, asking His richest blessing upon 
them. 

On this thirty-fifth anniversary, we 
think lovingly of Ralph and Edith Nor- 
ton, the founders and inspiration of those 
early days, obeying the injunction in 
Hebrews 13, which says, . “Remember 
them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken unto you the word of God: 
whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation. Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever.” 

From the very commencement of the 
work Ralph Norton had with him two 
magnificent helpers, one Mr, Vansteen- 
berghe, a Belgian, and the other Mr. 
John Winston, an American, and they 
have had a magnificent band of workers, 
all of one mind and of one heart, filled 
with one desire—to glorify the Lord 
Jesus, to do the will of God with a 
Calvary love for lost souls. 

May I plead with those thgt read this 
article that you will become a prayer 
partner in this great movement of God 
and share with.them the joys, the diffi- 
culties, and the triumphs that God is 
giving to them in their work of evange- 
lizing Belgium. Rome is very 








around thejchurch because the 
church is too small te hold the 
crowds. The church holds about 
three hundred, and there must 
be sometimes between four and 
five hundred visiting the con- 
vention. And all this has hap- 
pened within thirty-five years. 
The day has now come when 
the Belgian Gospel Mission 
would have to enlarge its tents 
and possibly even change the 
time of the convention from 


Lift Wounded Hands 
By Kenneth H. Cassens | 


WOULD not dare to face my Lord unscarred, 
And cry, “O Saviour, I have kept from strife, 

By living weakly an innocuous life , 
Lest some might call me fool, or foe, or hard.” 


I could not view His lofty brow, thorn-marred, 
Nor look complacently on hands, nail-rent, 
Or His torn side, where a rough spear was sent 

For me, if pain I from my life had barred. 


strong still, but instead of open 
opposition that she gave in the 
‘early days of the Mission her 
opposition now is more subtle 
and, in a sense, more powerful 
because of that. Roman priests 
are now busy working among 
individuals who have come un- 
der the influence of the Gospel, 
and influencing their relations 
and friends to stir up animosity 
against those who would be 
converts. The Mission workers, 


November to July or August, 
and meet, as we do at Keswick, 
in some large tent in a field; 
but certainly here the place 
is too small. 

In the Thirty-fifth Anniver- 


Nay, lét my hands be wounded, and my heart. 

Let me be willing to feel all God’s woe, 

Striving with soul-foes from without, within, 

May I say, humbly, “Lord, I bore my part,” 

Lift wounded hands, from service scarred, and show 
My wounded Master welts from war with sin. ° 


theréfore, need divine wisdom 
more than ever in dealing with 
the present situation. 


It is easy now in the indus-° 


trial districts to have open-air 
meetings and’ to get great 
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crowds to listen, but on the farms 
of Flanders and in the little villages 
of the country, Rome is entrenched, 
and many is the time when the Belgian 
Gospel missioner has been driven out 
of the village as a result of priestly 
opposition. Our friends in the Belgian 
Gospel Mission are not afraid of per- 
secution; but they do fear God. They 
love His Word, and with the Sword of 
the Spirit in their hands and with the 
power of God upon them the powers of 
Rome are being overcome and the Lord 
Jesus glorified. 


SOUTHBOURNE, ENG, 
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Trué and False Ideas 
(Continued from second page) 


that repealed national prohibition. They 
get their science, such as it is, from the 
Yale Alcohol Center. 

In U. S. News and World Report, in 
a twenty-two page article, this attack on 
temperance instruction comes out in the 
open. It expresses itself in bitter words 
about the textbooks and _ instruction 
given—“silly, unscientific, utter nonsense, 
unrealistic,” even “unmoral,” although not 
a single specific instance of error is given. 
The spokesman for this attack also gives 
his scientific opinions. I have no space 
to reproduce more than a single instance. 
Yaleman Bacon is asked, Is alcohol a 
poison? . 

“Yes,” replies Bacon, “on the basis that 
any substance can kill you. But this is 
also true of mashed potatoes.” And this 
article is entitled “The Facts About Al- 
coholism,” its author described as “Fore- 
most Authority on Alcoholism.” 

French scientists, such as Dr. Regis 
and Dr. Rapaport, speak of alcoho] not 
as a poison but as a polytoxia, a multi- 
ple poison, because of the many phases 
of its attack on the human organism. 

I have been studying temperance in- 
struction in European schools and have 
been astonished at its extent and its 
radical character. Thus in Austria, a 
whole school week in early fall is de- 
voted exclusively to this subject in every 
school from Hungary to Lake Constance. 
In Belgium there is an antialcohol day 
of the same sort, and the textbooks are 
all that any could desire in the way 
of scientific indictment of drink. I 
notice that the department of the Belgian 
Government, which provides general in- 
formation for the’ Congo native people, 
is actively developing a program of tem- 
perance education. Its textbook, “Alco- 
hol and Alcoholism,” thirty-four pages, 
by M. Roelandt, presents the effects of 
alcohol on individual, family, and com- 
munity. Its point of view is, “Alcohol, 
our enemy.” 

So little colored children in the Bel- 
gian Congo are to receive instruction in 
this immensely important subject, which 
is to be denied to our American chil- 
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Coming in the Times 





Within eighteen weeks, beginning January 30, Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times will publish the following articles, which are of special interest to 
all Christian workers: 


When God Shook America 


Juvenile delinquency, widespread crime, and international] tension have 
led statesmen as well as all sincere Christians to realize the urgent need 
of. spiritual revival. Nearly one hundred years ago there was a great 
awakening in America, which was felt even overseas. Dr. David J. Fant, 
General Secretary of the New York Bible Society, tells the story of the 
revival of 1857, and the pienomenal growth and power of the Fulton Street 
Prayer Meeting, which has continued to this day. 


British Israelism 


Are the English-speaking peoples descendants of the Ten Tribes of 
Israel? There is a strange and fanciful theory that this is so, and it leads 
to erroneous interpretations of Scripture, particularly prophecy. The Rev. 
Jacob Gartenhaus, president of the International Board of Jewish Missions, 
in an article written for the Times, briefly outlines some of its teachings 
and gives Scriptural answers to its arguments. 


Seventh-Day Adventism 


The Rev. E. B. Jones was a Seventh-Day Adventist for some years, 
but finally left the movement because he believed it was unscriptural. He 
has made an extensive study of its literature and principles, and is there- 
fore well qualified to tell just what its teachings are and expose its errors. 
In a series of four articles, written for the Tumes, he traces the history of 
Seventh-Day Adventism and gives many Scriptural reasons why it is 
contrary to the New Testament teaching for the Church in this age of grace. 


The Founder of the Sunday School 


Robert Raikes of Gloucester, Eng., began the first real Sunday schools 
as we know them. A British writer has prepared an article for the 
Times, telling how Raikes succeeded in spite of opposition. His faith and 
courage are an inspiration to Sunday school workers today, 


Suffering for Christ’s Sake 


A fourteen-year-old boy in Nicaragua was nearly killed by his own 
mother because of his love of the Lord Jesus. The story of his brave stand 
for Christ, and his training in a Bible institute, is told by Miss Anna M. 
Van Hook of the Central American Mission. He finally led his mother to 
Christ, and is now assistant pastor of a successful church in Nicaragua. 


All of these articles, besides many other interesting features, will be 
included in an 18-week subscription for $1 ($1.10, U.S.A. dollars, in Canada) 
Every issue will, of course, have the twelve lesson helps on the International” 
Uniform Sunday School Lesson, and once a month readers will have Ernest 
Gordon’s popular “Survey of Religious Life and Thought.” Subscriptions 
should be sent immediately to 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


/ 





"T= chairman of the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee in Tokyo is 
Mr. K. I. Endo, director of the 
Apollo Printing Company. His com- 
pany has turned out more than thirty 
million Gospel tracts during its exist- 
ence; also ten million Gospels of John 
in Japanese, @ million in Korean, 750,000 
in Chinese, and 10,000 in English, besides 
Bible study courses and salvation song- 
books for children. 

The secretary of the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s .Committee is T. Yamada, 
vice-president. of the Marusan Textile 
Company; the treasurer, S. Nagotomi, an 
official patent agent. The program of 
the committee is: 

To locate active, born-again Christian 
businessmen in Japan and set up local 
committees; to set up a central head- 
quarters in Japan to reach all Asia— 
Korea has recently been organized; to 
build a serviceman’s center for the Jap- 
anese National Guard; to begin a chil- 
dren’s radio, 

Jack Cousins of Youth for Christ pays 
tribute to Mr. Endo: “I have never 
found a layman who has put more of 
himself into evangelism. He trusts his 
Father and his Father has not failed 
him.. We do praise the Lord that 
C.B.M.C. is on a solid base in Japan. 

Mr. Katsuo Takenata is a Member of 
the Japanese Upper House, and a Chris- 
tian. He says: “It is a shameful and 
tragic fact that our economy depends in 
part on American dollars earned by 
prostitute girls from American service-- 
men. ’ 

“These women are war widows (75%) 
with children to feed. They follow the 
camps, and our houses are so constructed 
that even children know what is going 
on. We are ashamed of all this, and 
angry in our minds, with an anger that 
will, in time, turn us not only against 
these servicemen but against America 
itself. Nara is the ancient capital of 
Japan, a treasure, house of national cul- 
ture and history. Even here American 
soldiers were using these girls in the 
gardens of temples and shrines. The 
culture and history of our people has 
been stained, trampled under foot.” 


The“Roman Church in France has lost 
great masses of lapsed Catholics, and to 
recover them the clergy organized “The 
French Mission,” consisting of 350 priests 
and 150 seminarists. One striking fea- 
ture of the mission was a group of young 
priests who entered factories to become 
employed workers. They hoped in this 


way to bridge the chasm between the 
workers and the church. \ 

If they were really grounded in the 
Gospel of grace and under the guidance 


of the Spirit, this would have been an 
encouraging movement. But in some 
cases it backfired and the young sem- 
inarists were found to be moving toward 
revolutionary politics, participating in 
demonstrations, and the like (demon- 
strations against General Ridgway, for 
example). So the Vatican has clamped 
down on the Mission. 

In general, priest-workers have also 
excited discomfort among other priests. 
They seem to bring down from the sac- 
erdotal pedestal the conventional priest 
and his priestly functions. They cannot 
imagine where such innovations will 
end. 

If this movement is_ irrecoverably 
closed out by Rome, there is sure to be 
a bitter response in French labor. “You 
see! Any sympathy shown the wage- 
worker finds no favor in the church,” 
they will say. Among the French clergy 
it is likely to add to the growing rest- 
lessness of those who are reaching out 
for reformation. 

One of these priests, Pére Rosi, re- 
ceives high commendation from Reforme 
because of his “extraordinary evangelical 
work among prostitute’ women.” 


The Revised Standard Version omits 
the Gloria at the end of the Lord’s 
Prayer. There seems to be a historical 
relationship between the Prayer as given 
by. Matthew 6 (and Luke 11) and the 
Temptation as narrated in Matthew 4 
(and Luke 4). Each clause in the Prayer 
has a corresponding one in the words 
of the Temptation. 

If thou be the Son, Our Father. 

of God, ’ 

Command that these| Give us day by day 


stones be made our daily bread. 
bread. 

Cast thyself down.| Lead us not into 
(Thou shalt not temptation. 
tempt the Lord thy 
God.) 

Sheweth him all the! Thy kingdom come. 
kingdoms of the 
world. 


All these things will| Thy will be done... 
I... To whomso- 
ever I will I give 


onhoa 5 
If thou wilt fall} Hallowed be thy 
down and worship name. 
me. 
Then the devil| Deliver us from the 
leaveth him... Evil One. 
All the kingdoms of} Thine is the king- 
the world... dom, and the 
All this power... power, and the 
and the glory of glory ... 
them .. ..that is; (Matt. 6:9-13; Luke 
delivered unto me. 11:2-4.) 
(Matt. 4:3-11; Luke 
4:3-13.) 


If the Lord’s Prayer does thus allude 
in its constituent phrases to the story 








By ERNEST GORDON 


of the Temptation, then the Gloria at 
the end belongs with it and is no inter- 
polation, for it reflects the Devil’s offer 
of kingdom, power, and glory. 

In any case the Gloria is in the Mat- 
thew version. It has been so’ prayed by 
ten generations of English-speaking peo- 
ple. It is bone of our bone and ‘flesh 
of our flesh. Roman Catholics omit it, 
when saying the “Our Father.” To omit 
it in the RS.V. seems not only frivolous 
but an offense. 


Bernt von Heiseler, writing in Evan- 
gelische Literatur, remarks: “Some 
clergy of our church want to remove the 
Luther Bible from [German] church 
services and pastoral ministration. They 
say that the Luther Bible has a patina 


-(that is, an incrustation] of antiquity; 


that God’s Word should be of the pres- 
ent time and understood by present- 
time people. 

“I understand this opinion, yet am 
firmly convinced that we cannot dispense 
with Luther’s Bible in the services or 
anywhere else. I believe it impossible to 
find’ any substitute with Luther’s sen- 
tence-rhythm and his incomparable pic- 
turing power. There is an historic vigor 
and quality in it. But that is not all. 
The Holy Spirit came down to talk Ger- 
man to us through Luther’s anointed and 
obedient mouth.” 

And this is true of the King James 
Version. 


Sholem Asch was received in Israel 
with icy silence although he identifies 
himself with Israel. It is doubtful, if 
his visit was mentioned by Israeli jour- 
nals, and the Orthodox Jewish groups 
cursed him. Yet he claims he is an 
orthodox Jew with a right to believe 
what more he may wish to. Marc Cha- 
gall, a Jewish painter, visited Israel at 
the same time. He had painted the Cru- 
cifixion, representing the Messiah in 
Jewish garb with prayer bands. There 
was also a picture of Chagall himself, 
preparing to paint the Crucifixion, evi- 
dent indication that he recognizes Jesus. 


The Rev. Frank R. Venable, who has 
worked eleven years among the Kiowa 
Indians of Oklahoma with much bless- 
ing, has organized the American Indian 
Crusade for the evangelism of Indians 
generally in the United States. “The 
urgency of the time is upon us, and we 
long to be up and doing for these peo- 
ple we love.” They plan to send Gospel 
teams into all the reservations and also 
to reach by radio strategically located 
Indian areas. Already they have evange- 
lized from the Seminoles in Florida to 
the Canadian Indians of the North coun- 
try (3469 N. Cicero Ave., Chicago 41). 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. DOING THE WORKS OF GOD (Temperance) 
John 4:43 to 5:47; printed text, 5:2-18 
Golden Text.—I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.— John 10:10 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market 
a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, hav- 
ing five porches. 

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, 
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, 
and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the trou- 
bling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatso- 
ever disease he had. 

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that‘he had been 
now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou 
be made whole? 

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but 
while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up 
his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is 
the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 


11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk, 

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto 
thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 

13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus 
had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said 
unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee. 

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus. 
which had made him whole. 

16, And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought 
to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath 
day. 

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work. 

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because 
he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father, making himself equal with God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Councik of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J..C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

N THE realm of fiction, sequels are 
[rotoriousiy anticlimactic. A great 

novel, which captures the popular 
imagination, encourages the author to 
write a sequel, telling the further adven- 
tures of his characters. But usually 
the inspiration (no reference to Biblical 
inspiration!) which marked the first 
volume is wanting, and by comparison 
the second is dull. 

Our lesson is a story with a sequel. 
But here the sequel is even more im- 
portant than the story. Indeed, the story 
is told for the sake of the sequel. This 
whole division of John’s Gospel (2:1 to 
12:50) traces the development of the 
opposition of the Jewish leaders to Jesus 
and His ministry. That is why we en- 
titled it, in last week’s Approach to the 
Lesson, “The Light in conflict with the 
darkness.” 

While, then, the story of the healing 
of the impotent man by the Pool of 
Bethesda has a value of its own, its chief 
importance lies in the fact that it was 
the occasion for the defining of the con- 
troversy. When Jesus drove the mer- 
chants and money-changers from the 
Temple (John 2:12-21), they could only 
gnash their teeth and hope for revenge. 
After all, Jesus had tradition on His 
side on that occasion! But when He not 
only healed on the Sabbath Day but en- 
couraged the man healed to break the 
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Sabbath by carrying a bundle, that made 
Him a double-dyed Sabbath breaker! 
And when. His “defense” consisted of 
a claim to equality with God, that was 
ground for a charge of blasphemy in the 
highest degree. 

So the sequel is of vast consequence, 
because it brings Calvary a long step 
nearer. 

All this indicates that we must look 
beyond the stories of the Bible to the 
part they play in the big, wonderful 
story of Redemption. That is what 
makes the Bible stories so meaningful. 


Verse by Verse 

John 5:2.—“. . . by the sheep market 
a pool... called ... Bethesda, having 
five porches.” For “market,” which is 
in italics, read “gate” with the margin 
and A.S.V. The “porches” were pillared 
cloisters, 

Verse 3—“A great multitude of im- 
potent folk ... waiting for the moving 
of the water.” This was a gathering 
place of ailing people, all hoping to be 
healed. Surely a little picture of a 
needy world! . 

Verse 4.—“For an angel went down at 
a certain season into the pool, and trou- 
bled the water...” This verse, with 
the last phrase of verse 3, is omitted by 
the A.S.V., and rejected by Westcott and 
many other conservative textual critics. 
Whether part of the original, or a later 
insertion, it explains the presence of all 
these sick people. 


Verse 5.—“A certain man ... which 


had an infirmity thirty and eight years.” 
It does not say that he had been at the 
pool thirty-eight years, but that he had 
been ailing that time. 


Verse 6.—“Wilt thou be made whole?” 
The Lord is not unmindful of our long- 
sufferings. “Wilt thou” does not mean 
merely, “Do you wish?” It is an ap- 
peal to the man’s will. 

Verse \7.—“Sir, I have no man... 
while I am coming, another steppeth 
down before me.” How reminiscent of 
Psalm 142:4! The provision of grace is 
not like this—just for the first arrival— 
but it is for all who will come. 


Verse 8.—“Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk.” The challenged will was. now 
put to exercise by three brief, clear com- 
mands. The “bed” was a pallet that 
could be rolled up and carried. 

Verse 9.—“The man ... took up his 
bed, and walked the sabbath.” 
Strength to obey came with the will to 
obey. No convalescence here. 


Verse 10.—“It is the sabbath day: it 
it not lawful for thee ‘to carry thy bed.” 
That is, it was not in keeping with the 
traditional interpretation of the Law. 
Compare Mark 11:16. Why the differ- 
ence? 

Verse 11.—“He that made whole 
... said... Take up thy bed. .” In 
the light of what follows we can only 
think that the man’s motive in mention- 
ing the One who healed him was to shift 
the blame of Sabbath-breaking on some- 
one else. , 
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Verse 12—“What man is that which 
said ... Take up thy bed...” Prob- 
ably the Jewish leaders suspected who 
it was, and subsequent events suggest that 
they arranged with the man to report 
to them if he identified the healer. 


Verse 13.—“‘Jesus had conveyed him- 
self away...” It was a purposeful los- 
ing of Himself in the crowd to avoid 
display. 

Verse 14.—“Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee.” The suggestion 
here is that the man’s ailment had been 
brought on by his own sin. This warn- 
ing, then, was both gracious and appro- 
priate. 

Verse 15.—“‘The man... told the Jews 
that it was Jesus...” Here the man’s 
true character appears—willing to bring 
the condemnation’ of the Jews upon his 
benefactor. Either that, or he was un- 
speakably stupid in failing to see what 
the Jews were after. 


Verse 16.—“The Jews .. . sought to 
slay him, because he had done these 
things on the sabbath day.” They now 
had a definite charge against Jesus, and 
were set to invoke the ancient law which 
made Sabbath-breaking a capital crime 
(Num, 15:32-36). 

Verse 17. — “My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.” As the work 
which Jesus did was in co-operation with 
the Father, the Jews would have to 
reckon with the Father in finding fault 
with Him. 

Verse 18.—“The Jews sought the more 
to kill him, because he . . . said also that 
God was his Father, making himself 
equal with God.” The Jews better un- 
derstood our Lord’s claim than many of 
our day. And Jesus did not suggest 
that they were misinterpreting His claim, 
although it meant His very life. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jesus, who commissioned His disciples 
to be “fishers of men” (Mark 1:17), was 
Himself the master of the craft. Here 
we see Him at work. 

First, He went where the fish were. 
There could be no better fishing ground 
than the pool of Bethesda, where the 
sick and the lame and the infirm were 
congregated. Too many of our church 
evangelistic efforts are like building a 
pool in one’s back yard and expecting 
fish to jump into it to be caught. I know 
fishermen who are willing to travel hun- 
dreds of miles to a particular lake, be- 
cause the fish are there. We need to 
contact sinners where they are. 

Second, Jesus went directly to the 
neediest man in all the cloisters of the 
pool, a poor, helpless fellow who had 
been ailing for thirty-eight years. To 
change the figure, the Great Physician 
was not afraid of a hard case. There is 
no case beyond His practice.e Are we 
absolutely sure of the sufficiency of 
Christ, so that we confidently invite 


the great sinners, the abandoned sinners, 
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the hopeless sinners, to come to Him? 


By all means seek the children, not yet . 


hardened in sin, and with a whole life 
to offer. But remember that Jesus re- 
ceives big sinners, old sinners, and makes 
them whole. 

Third, see our Lord’s method with this 
man. He made a frontal attack’ on the 
citadel of the man’s soul—his will: “Wilt 
thou be made whole?” He was not just 
asking whether the man had a desire 
to be well, but whether he had the will 
to be well. Frequently a doctor is frus- 
trated in his efforts by the patient’s lack 
of will to recover. In the spiritual realm, 
no man is saved contrary tg his own 
will, nor even passively without his will. 
A man must will to be saved. He must 
say, “I will,” to the Saviour. 

After the will, become inert by years 
of frustration, had been aroused to ac- 
tion, our Lord called upon the lame man 
to act in faith. “Rise, take up thy bed, 
and walk.” All three commands were 
impossible, apart from an insurge of new 
strength. In this case Jesus did not 
even take the man by the hand to en- 
courage his effort. It was purely an act 
of faith, and the strength came to re- 
ward it with immediate ability to stand, 
walk, and carry his bed. ' 

Will, and faith: that is the order. 
Whether it be an impotent sinner or an 
ailing saint, there must be first the will 
to be whole, and the faith to go forth 
in His strength. ° 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
AT is the literary character of our 
lesson portion? 

2. What is the special significance of 
the healing at the pool of Bethesda? 

3. How long had the map of our story 
been seeking relief at the pool? 

4. How did our Lord approach the sick 
man of Bethesda? 

5. What assistance did Jesus withhold 
from this man which He frequently gave 
to others? 

6. How was the man’s faith exercised? 

7. What two chargts did the Jewish 
leaders bring against Jesus? 

8. Where is Sabbath-breaking first 
treated as a capital crime? 

9. How did the Jews understand our 
Lord’s claim that God was His Father? 

10. How do we know that the Jews 
correctly understood Jesus’ claim to be 
the Son of God? 


(Answers on page 55) 
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Outline of the Lesson 
1. The Story (John 5:1-9) 
(1) Jesus seeks out His man (vs. 


1-5) 
(2) Jesus deals with His man (vs. 
6-9) 
2. The Sequel (vs. 10-18) 
(1) The’ accusation of Sabbath- 


breaking (vs, 10-16) 


(2) The accusation of blasphemy 
(vs. 17, 18) 


Topics for Development 

Textual Criticism. Textual criticism 
has to do with the text of Scripture, its 
work being to assure that we have a 
text as close as may be to the original 
autographs, which, of course, are lost. 
It is a perfectly legitimate science, and, 
as pursued by reverent and believing 
scholars, has contributed a great deal to 
the study of the Scriptures. There are 
a few passages in our King James Ver- 
sion of the New Testament which 
very conservative critics have believed, 
through their study of ancient manu- 
scripts, were not part of the original. 
Such is the last phrase of verse 3, and 
all of verse 4, in our lesson. Those who 
use the A.S.V. of 1901 will notice that 
this portion has been omitted, but men- 
tioned in the margin. It is believed that 
the fourth verse was added as an ex- 
planation, giving the popular tradition 
regarding the waters of Bethesda. We 
have to admit that the idea of only the 
first one who entered the pool being 
healed after the touch of the angel, leav- 
ing the others disappointed, does not 
strike one as in keeping with the ways 
of God. I am inclined to think that, 
whether the verse belongs to the original 


- or not, its intention was to state, not 


the facts about the pool, but rather the 
popular belief about it, a belief which 
made it the haunt of ailing people. 

Inconsistent? In Mark’s account of 
the cleansing of the Temple we read that 
Jesus would not even allow anybody to 
carry a vessel through the sacred pre- 
cincts. Yet here in’our lesson He com- 
mands a man to roll up his pallet and 
carry it on the Sabbath Day, the day 
when no work was to be done. He for- 
bade what the punctilious Jews allowed, 
and commanded what the strict Sabba- 
tarians forbade. Was He inconsistent, or 
just plain contrary, or did He act ac- 
cording to the impulse of the moment? 
None of these. He always acted'on the 
basis of high principle. He forbade the 
carrying of vessels in the Temple be- 
cause this was part of the irreverent be- 
havior which He found there. He com- 
manded the carrying ofthe pallet 
because it was part of the recovery 
which His mercy had bestowed. It was 
considered no sin to carry such equip- 
ment as would be required to lift an 
animal fallen into a pit (Matt. 12:11). 
There was no sin, then, in consummating 
an act of mercy for a man, 


























Lesson for January 31 


Practical Applications 

Read your Bible, not just for the im- 
mediate interest of the story, but for the 
ultimate ends. Then live your life the 
same way—“With eternity’s values in 
view.” 

Despair of no sinner. He who saved 
the chief of sinners can save any sinner 
(1 Tim. 1:12-16), 

No problem is too vexed or of too long 
standing for Jesus to solve. Where will- 
ingness and faith combine, His adequate 
power will operate. 

Unbelief seeks no evidence, but only 
occasion to condemn and malign, Faith 
sees in Him the Lord of the Sabbath 
and the Son of the Father. 


Golden Text 

John 10:10—“I am come that they 
might have life . . . more abundantly.” 
Christ is not satisfied with giving incipi- 
ent life. What He gives, He gives in 
fullness. Why, then, should we be con- 
tent with a faint pulse of life when we 
might know it like the ocean tides? 

ELMuurstT, ILL, 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNS 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Would You Be Free From Your 
Burden of Sin?” 

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
gracious Heavenly Father, we rejoice 
that Thou hast a love inclining Thee, 
and a power enabling Thee, to save and 
help all in need. We are needy, Lord. 
We need pardon, heart purity, wisdom 
to know the right way, and power .to 
obey Thee. Meet all these needs in us 
and reach out Thy delivering might to 
all who are lost in sin, all who are sick, 
and every afflicted one. By Thy Word 
today increase our faith in Thy power 
and willingness to bless needy folk 
everywhere. To our troubled world send 
a spiritual awakening and deliverance 
from the powers of evil, and bring in the 
promised era of our Saviour’s triumph 
and reign through all the world. Hear 
Thy people’s prayers for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—It was a word of 
power Christ spoke when He said, “Rise, 
take up thy bed, and walk.” Anyone 


WOULD THAT HE WERE THE MAN! 








* (11) 51 


might have spoken the words, but only 
He had power to fulfill them. Here was 
the power of God at work, power suffi- 
cient for any need. But it was not only 
a word of power, but a word of mercy 
that called this man to rise and walk. 
The Lord had compassion on him, and 
in pitying love made him whole. 

It assures and gladdens us to know 
that fullness of power and richness of 
mercy are joined in our Lord Jesus. He 
feels for our need and is able to meet 
that need. Often we stand by before 
human need concerned but unable to 





“Rise... and Walk.” 


A ITY READY T0 y AVE 


OWER ABLE 

help. And, on the other hand, power 
in the hands of the unmerciful has often 
been used to injure and destroy. But 
we need never fear that the Lord will 
fail us through lack of power to help. 
Nor need we fear that God will ever 
misuse His almightiness, for with His 
power goes His merciful goodness. Paul 
says the Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation—power at work to save all that 
trust the Saviour. We need just such a 
merciful and powerful Saviour as it pro- 
claims, and so do folk all around us. 

Trust in the Lord Jesus, in His power 
and goodness to do for you just the right 
thing to meet those needs that are be- 
yond your power to meet. And then, 
knowing His power and willingness to 
save and keep, help and guide you, point 
others to Him that they, too, may find 
His mercy and His power to save and 
bless them. Let us sing together these 
words: ‘ 

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 

Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, joined with power: « 
He is able, 
He is willing; doubt no more. 
Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 
5:6.)—The man of whom the Lord asked 
this question had an infirmity for thirty- . 
eight years. He was perfectly helpless. 
In all likelihood, his was the worst case 
in all the multitude of impotent folk at 
the pool of Bethesda. 

It is just like our Lord to select the 
most needy. Bethesda means “the house 
of mercy.” The One “rich in mercy” 
(Eph, 2:4) came into the midst of the 
blind, halt, and withered, ready to show 
mercy. But He will not do it in opposi- 
tion to the human will. He will not 
force His services on anyone; hence, He 
asked, “Wilt thou be made whole?” 

It is amazing how many sick folks 
there are who are not willing to be 
helped. Parents, children, husbands, 
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wives, friends, as well ‘as doctors and 
hurses must often scheme and plan 
secretly to do necessary things for un- 
willing patients. 

The needy one’s willingness is a great 
boon to all who are eager to help. When 
a sin-sick person is willing to be saved, 
more than half the battle is won. 

Just why a person is unwilling to be 
willing is often a mystery; but we know 
the human will is a strange and deter- 
mined thing. 

A small boy and his mother were visit- 
ing. The mother desired the boy to 
sit down; so she asked him in a kindly 
way, “Will you sit down?” He paid no 
attention to her. She asked the same 
question in a firmer tone of voice. The 
boy still remained standing. Finally, 
she exerted her authority and strength 
and compelled him to sit down. While 
seated, he said, “I’m still standing up 
inside!” 

Some of the saddest words ever 
uttered by the Lord were, “Ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life” 
(John 5:40). 


“I have no man.. , to put me into 
the pool .. .” (John 5:7).—The Lord 
hadn’t asked the man for explanations 
as to why he was not well. He simply 
asked if he were willing to be made 
whole. Why the dear man lost a moment 
of time saying “Yes” is difficult to un- 
derstand. But we know human nature 
is always ready to justify or excuse itself. 
Then, too, we know Satan influences 
the human will. 

It is surprising what silly excuses 
otherwise intelligent persons give: in- 
stead of sound reasons. One man said, 
“I must have a good boat before I yield!” 
What sort of excuse is that? Some of 
the apostles had boats. The Lord used 
boats. Boats can be used to the glory 
of God. -Why should a boat be a hin- 
drance to yielding to the Lord? 

Another man said, “My mind is so 
full of business, I can’t think of any- 
thing else.” What about the best pos- 
sible kind of business—that which the 
Lord referred to as “My Father’s busi- 
ness”? Why not do as Daniel, who said, 
“I rose up, and did the king’s business’’? 


“Rise, take up thy bed, and walk” 
(John 5:8).—Instead of saying, “That’s 
the very thing I can’t do,” he acted upon 
the word of the Lord and discovered 
that power accompanied the word to en- 
able him to get up and walk. When 
someone says, “I can’t believe,” I recall 
the incident related by Dr. Ironside: 

“A lady said when I had explained the 
way of life as clearly as I knew how 
and shown her some plain, definite pas- 
sages from the Holy Scriptures, such as 
John 5:24 and Matthew 11:28, ‘Well, I 
am trying to believe.’ “Trying to believe 
whom?’ I inquired. ‘It is God who has 
spoken in His Word. What do you mean 
by saying you are trying to believe 
Him?’ She saw her sin and her mis- 
take, and exclaimed, ‘Oh, I did not 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


realize what I was saying. Yes, I can, 
and I do believe what God has declared.’ 
And her soul entered into peace.” 

“And therefore did the Jews persecute 
Jesus” (John 5:16).—The healed man lost 
very little, if any, time finding out who 
it was that had made him whole. He 
bore immediate testimony to Him. This 
is what the Lord desires of all who have 
been made whole by His stripes. “Ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” 

The Jews persecuted the Lord Jesus 
for two reasons: because He had healed 
the man on the Sabbath, and because He 
made Himself equal with God when He 
said God was His Father. 

Little did those Jews realize that the 
Sabbath was a shadow of which Christ 
was the substance (Col. 2:16, 17). And 
little did they realize that He was on 
an equality with God (Phil. 2:6). This 
ignorance on their part was inexcusable, 
for their prophets informed them of 
His deity (Isa, 9:6; Mic. 5:2). 

“I am come that they might have life” 
(John 10:10, Golden Text).—Did He 
come to a cemetery filled with the phys- 
ically dead? No! He came into a world 
filled with spiritually dead people— 
“dead in trespasses and sins.” Who but 
a divine person could impart life to 
the spiritually dead? 

Because of His death for our sins; and 
His resurrection for our justification, 
eternal life is offered as a free gift to 
believers (Rom. 6:23); 

A TEMPERANCE NOTE 

The U. S. Brewers Foundation has, just 
sent out to its members and constituents 
a booklet entitled “The ABC of Beer 
Advertising.” It is aimed at the mothers 
and children in the home. The point 
is repeatedly made that the mother, as 
the traditional “moral guardian of the 
home,” and “the family shopper as well,” 
must be enlisted in that great company 
of those who believe that “beer belongs” 
in the home. Nothing must ‘appear on 
the screen that would offend her moral 
sensibilities. Knowing well that Ameri- 
can youth are intensely interested in 
sports, they tie in their beer commercials 
with sport programs, to impress families, 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this lesson we have a 
close-up view of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in one of His noblest character- 
istics. It is the way He reaches out to 
help the one who is lowest down, the 
helpless and the hopeless. In Hebrews 
7:25 it is stated, “He is able also to save 
; ... to the uttermost .. .” and that is 
just what He loved to do as He moved 
among the lost. It is also what He loves 
to do today. Naturally, we shrink from 
tackling the “hard cases,” but not He. 
Lying there at the pool of Bethesda 
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was this poor fellow who had been a 
cripple, or a paralytic (it is not told 
just what his trouble was), for thirty- 
eight years. He was unable to walk, and 
could move only,so slowly that when the 
water stirred, always some other patient 
would get to it first. It was believed 
that only one—the first one--could be 
healed. You can imagine how hopeless 
was his case. Doubtless he had some 
help to reach the porch of the pool, but 
there he would be left to shift for him- 
self, there being no special] time for the 
stirring of the water. A great multitude 
of afflicted people were gathered there, 
the blind and lame and paralyzed in 
various stages, waiting for the moving of 
the water. Suddenly there would be a 
shout, “The water moves!” and then a 
grand scramble, each one trying to be 
the first to dip into it. This helpless 
cripple just couldn’t make it. 

And Jesus saw him in his plight. That 
was sufficient. The man was healed by 
a word, and, leaping to his feet, carried 
his bed away. 

The self-righteous Jews did not ask him 





Little Jetts' Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





DoinG FHE wears of Gon 


























Lesson for January 31 


who healed him; they asked him who 
told him to carry his bed on the Sab- 
bath Day. It was characteristic of them. 
They worshiped the letter, but ignored 
the spirit of the Law. But the man was 
evidently grateful, which may explain 
his presence soon afterward in the Tem- 
ple. There Jesus found him and told 
him to “sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto thee.” 

Fellows, we are all spiritual cripples 
in some measure, and there is no pos- 
sible cure aside from Jesus Christ. He 
is able and ready to heal us whenever 
we place ourselves without reserve into 


His hands. But remember, the healing 
is the beginning of a new life. Jesus 
told the man to “sin no more.” Evi- 


dently he was a sinner. We are all 
sinners, “for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
None of us is perfect, nor will we ever 
be perfect in this life. But we can re- 
pent of sin and come under the atoning 
blood of the Cross. How gracious God 
is and how patient with us; how good 
He is to forgive us for Christ’s sake! 
Which brings us again to that old Shorter 
Catechism definition of “repentance unto 
life.” : 

“Repentance unto life is a saving 
grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true 
sense of his sin, and apprehension of 
the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with 
grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it 
unto God, with full purpose of, and 
endeavor after, new obedience.” 

“Afterward Jesus findeth him in the 
temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou 
art made whole: sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Jesus HELPED THE NEGLECTED 


N OUR chart this morning you see 

the lamb on the altar to remind 
us of John 1, the waterpot and Temple 
to remind us of John 2, the brazen ser- 
pent to make us think of John 3, and a 
well to stand for John 4. Today we 
have the last part of John 4, and also 
John 5. 

An unsaved man was telling his bride 
about his relatives. When he told her 
about those who were saved he said, 
“They are good enough people, but don’t 
ever expect them to do anything for 
you. They never go out of their way 
for anyone.” His bride has now come 
to know the Lord, and she told us this. 
She thinks those Christian relatives are 
a hindrance to her husband rather than 
a help. And if what he said was correct, 
she is right. ” 

Christians who are unwilling to go out 
of their way to help someone else are 
very unlike their Master. Do you re- 
member last week that we read, “Jesus 
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. . . must needs go through Samaria”? 
The Lord Jesus spent His earthly life 
helping the sick and neglected. There 
is no record of anyone’s cry for help 
being ignored by Him. No matter how 
busy or weary our Saviour was, He~ 
helped everyone who asked Him for 
help. 

Let us read the last part of John 4, 
verses 46-54. It is the account of Jesus’ 
second miracle in Galilee. It is an amaz- 
ing story. We read again and again that * 
our Saviour healed everyone who came 
to Him, but here He healed one who was 
unable to come! By His word, He healed 
instantly a boy many miles away! Did 
you ever hear of anyone else who could 
do ‘that? (No, never.) 

Jesus could do that because He was 
God as well as man. He was omni- 
present as well as omnipotent. Only God 
can be everywhere at once, and only 
God is all-powerful. Aren’t you glad we 
have a Saviour like that? He can do 
anything. No matter what need we have 
or what trouble may arise, He can take 
care of the situation. He not only can 
help, but He is even waiting to do so! 
Praise His name! 

Now let us read the first eighteen 
verses of chapter 5. Here we are intro- 
duced to a number of helpless people. 
A great many people must have passed 
that spot, yet one man lying there thirty- 
eight years had found no one to help 
him. There,is something touching in 
his words to Jesus, “Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me 
into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me.” 
Jesus did not carelessly pass by, as so 
many others must have done. He stop- 
ped to speak to the poor man and did 
far more for him than the poor man 
had dreamed possible. It is plain that 
his best hope was to find someone kind 
enough to help him into the pool at the 
right time. Instead he was healed in- 
stantly, just by the word of the Lord. 

The Jews were angry at the man for 
taking up his bed, but he did it at the 
command of his Creator, the one who 
had healed him. To take up his bed 
when he went away healed was the only 
logical thing to do. They were angry 
with Jesus for telling him to do that, 
and still more angry that Jesus spoke 
as if He was equal with God (v, 18). 
This was very wrong of them, for He 
was equal with God. 

“Why didn’t the Lord Jesus heal all 
the sick folks there?” That is a good 
question, Carol. He could have done 
So, and His tender sympathy would have 
prompted Him to do so, if it had been 
God’s will at that time. But God had 
not sent Him into the world primarily to 
heal men’s bodies, byt rather to bring 
Salvation to lost souls. And that is far 
more important. 

“Why did the Lord heal this particular 
man?” Another good question, but one 
that we cannot answer for certain. Per- 
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haps this man was ready to have faith 


in Him. Perhaps it was ause no one 
else in all the world cared for this help- 
less man. We cannot always tell why 
God does as He does, but we do know 
that His will is Zood and perfect. The 
Lord Jesus went out of His way to heal 
this man, just as He had gone out of 
His way earlier for the Samaritan 
woman. In this our Lord was an ex- 
ample to us. 

We, too, should be willing to go‘ out 
of our way for others. When I was go- 
ing off to school, Mother used to say, 
“Remember we're not left on earth just 
to please ourselves. Watch out for any 
other girl who seems lonely or left out. 
It’s our business to try to make others 
happy.” If you girls never tried doing 
this, you might think it would spoil 
your fun, but it does not. Helping others 
to have a good time adds to one’s pleas- 
ure. And some of those I went out of 
my way to help, came to Jesus, and have 
turned out to be valued friends. It is 
easier to bring neglected ones to Jesus 
than to get those who are popular and 
well off. See if you can find some neg- 
lected or unhappy schoolmate whom you 
can’ first befriend, and then bring to 
the Saviour. Until you experience it, 
you have no idea of the joy it will give 
you to lead someone else to Christ. 

The Lord Jesus did something im this 
chapter that it would be impossible for 
us to do. He healed the impotent man 
with a word. At the beginning of our 
lesson we read of the nobleman’s son 
whom Jesus also healed with a word, 


-even though the boy was many miles 


distant. No one but Jesus can speak a 
word like that. John 5 tells us two more 
wonderful things the Lord Jesus can do 
with His word. Read verse 25. This 
verse’ refers to those who are dead in 
sin. The voice of the Son of God speaks 
forgiveness and eternal life to sinners 
who listén and receive Him. This is a 
far greater thing than healing their sick 
bodies. Are you willing to hear His 
voice this morning? 

Read verses 28, 29. That same voice 
which healed the sick and which now 
speaks eternal life to those dead in sin 
will one day open every grave upon this 
earth! When Christ speaks the word, 
the grdves of all those who have believed 
in Him will open and their bodies will 
come forth to the “resurrection of life.” 
Later, when He speaks the word the 
graves of all the unsaved will yield up 
the bodies in them to the “resurrection 
of damnation.” If you should die, in 
which of these resurrections would you 
be? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Does God not often choose the poor 
in this world, rich in faith? Will not 


many poor souls down here be surprised 
when they come to the Glory,’to find 
that they were so rich all the time?— 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Don’t Carry a Small Basket—I am 

come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly 
(John 10:10, Golden Text). One of the 
elders asked the women of the congre- 
gation of an African church to help him 
bring home his corn from a farm ‘three 
miles away. Over a hundred women 
and girls came to help, with baskets of 
all sizes. Some took large loads, some 
smaller, and some only a few ears of 
corn. When all] had come in, the elder 
called them together and told them that 
they could keep what they had brought. 
There were shouts of joy, but also some 
cries of regret. “If only I had taken a 
larger basket,” many said. Others now 
came running who had refused before, 
begging to have their turn. But for them 
it was too late. And as the story went 
out over the African bush it was often 
said, “That’s how it is in the Jesus way.” 
—Heard over the radio. Sent by Jose- 
phine A, Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Do You Love Men?—When Jesus saw 
him lie (John 5:6), The Rev. George 
Pentecost had been preaching. Horatius 
Bonar said to him, “You love to preach 
to men, don’t you?” Dr. Pentecost an- 
swered, “Yes, I do.” Then Dr, Bonar 
said, “Do you love the men you preach 
to?” That was Christian preaching in 
the days of Christ, and that was why 
healing so often followed the words of 
the Lord Jesus.—From King’s Business. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


All He Needed for Recommendation. 
—When Jesus saw him lie (John 5:6). 
One day Dr. Barnardo was approached 
by a dirty, little ragged lad who asked 
him for admission to the London Or- 
phanage. “But, my boy,” said the doctor, 
“I do not know you. Who are you? What 
have you to recommend you?” The lad 
was quick to seize his opportunity, and 
held up his ragged coat, and with a 
confident little voice he said: “If you 
please, sir, I thought these here would 
be all I needed to recommend me.” Dr. 
Barnardo caught him in his arms, and 
you may be sure he was welcomed to 
the orphanage.—From the Wonderful 
. Word. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration, 


Good News for the Despairing.—Jesus 
saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, 
and walk (John 5:8). The late Dr. 
Joseph Fort Newton told of’ a man in 
great misery of soul, who, not knowing 
what to do, was wandering one evening 
along a country lane in England. He 
walked on and on until at length, ex- 
hausted, he sat down under a hedge. 
After he had been sitting there a while, 
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he heard two girls talking on the other 
side of the hedge. They were speaking 
to one another about a sermon they had 
heard in a London church. One of the 
girls said’ of the preacher, “I heard him 
preach once, and I shall never forget 
one thing he said. It gave me a big lift.” 
The other girf asked her what it was 
that the preacher had said. She replied 
that what he had said was this: “The 
world will always say, ‘You made your 
bed and must lie in it’; but One greater 
than the world has said, ‘Take up thy 
bed, and walk. Thy sins are forgiven.’” 
When the despairing man on the other 
side of the hedge heard that, the shadow 
was lifted from his soul. To every soul, 
troubled by the past, Jesus says, “Take 
up thy bed, and walk. Thy sins are for- 
given.”—From Clarence Edward Macart- 
ney, in the Expositor. Sent by J. A. 
Clark; Southport, Eng. 

Plain and Simple.—He answered them, 
He that made me whole, the same said 
unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk 
(John 5:11). One of the cheering pros- 
pects of the businessman is the promise 
of some relief from the bondage of ex- 
cessive red tape. An example of how 
that red tape has worked is cited by 
Purchasing, a magazine for purchasing 
agents. “One such short form—not an 
extreme example—contained 114 pages, 
in triplicate, and 7 pages of contract 
forms and conditions in fine type. To 
make the bid required individual pric- 
ing and extension of 1,595 separate items, 
342 signatures, 4 signed copies of a price 
breakdown, and a certified financial 
statement. That procedure is duplicated 
in three or more plants invited to bid 
on every order. There is further dupli- 
cation in that identical items, in varying 
quantity, may appear as many as 29 times 
on the same bid, if the products are to 
go to different destinations, but must 
be separately calculated and entered.” 
Just supposing you were putting in a bid 
for God’s salvation, and were confronted 
with “114 pages in triplicate, and 7 pages 
of forms and conditions in fine type”— 
would you go through with it? Byt the 
fact is the Lord dislikes red tape more 
than any human does. Was He .not 
“much-displeased” with His disciples for 
making it difficult for even little children 
to come to Him? (Mark 10:13, 14.) So 
plain and simple are the words, such as 
“Come,” “Look,” “Believe,” “Receive,” 
and “Trust,” which reveal the way of 
salvation, that multitudes of people 
stumble over their simplicity —From 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 

The Danger in a Harmless Name.—Sin 
no more (John 5:14). Dr. J. Wilbur 
Chapman used to ‘tell of a Methodist 
preacher who ofteg spoke on sin. He 
minced no words, but defined sin as “that 
abominable thing that God hates.” A 
leader in his congregation came to him 
on one occasion and urged him to cease 
using the ugly word. Said he: “Dr. 
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Blank, we wish you would not speak so 
plainly about sin. Our young. people, 
hearing you, will be more likely to in- 
dulge in sin. Call it something else, 
as ‘inhibition,’ or ‘error,’ or ‘a mistake.’” 
“1 understand what you mean,” the 
preacher remarked, and going to his 
closet brought out a little bottle. “This 
bottle,” he said, “contains strychnine. 
You will see that the red label here 
reads, ‘Poison.’ Would you suggest that 
I'change the label, and paste one on that 
says, ‘Wintergreen’? The more harmless 
the name the more dangerous’ the dose 
will be.” His critic saw the issue. Sin 
is sin—and, as it is defined and pointed 
out in the Bible, there can be no doubt 
of God’s hatred of it, and that its wages 
is death.—From the Pilgrim, edited by 
E. Schuyler English. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 

Causing Evil To Triumph.—But Jesus 
answered them, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work (John 5:17). It 
has long been said, “An idle brain is the 
Devil’s workshop,” but Edmund Burke, 
in speaking of the present-day alcohol 
problem, put it this way, “Ail that is 
necessary for the triumph of evil is 
that good men do _ nothing.”—From 
Temperance Education. Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Helps a Worried Father 
(John 4:46b-53) 

ONTINUE the Honor Roll and awards 

as before. If most of the children read 
the assigned chapter of John, or prepare 
their lessons beforehand, give a little 
quiz. Read the questions and ask the 
children to write only a few words, 
choosing the right one of the suggested 
answers. Repeat each question and its 
possible answers. Even in a crowded 
group of children, so few answers as 
these can be covered with the hand so 
other pupils cannot see. 

1. Who was sick? (boy, girl) 

2. Who went to Jesus? (father, mother) 

3. What did Jesus do? (went to the child, 
spoke) * 

4. What did the servants say? (child is 
dead, child is living) 

5. When did the child get better? (when 
Jesus spoke, when the father got 
home) 

Correct at once, and add names to the 

Honor Roll, 

Those who do the best on the quiz 
may be allowed to tell the lesson story 
to the class, using the flannelgraph fig- 
ures. If lessons are not prepared before- 
hand, the teacher may tell the story. 
The first’ scene would show the father 
kneeling or standing before the Lord; 
the second scene, the servants meeting 
the father on the road; the third, the 
child perhaps with his mother greeting 
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Lesson for January 31 


the father at the door or within the 
house. 

What is faith? Illustrate it by simple 
examples: chair holding up when you sit 
down, mother having dinner ready for 
you, elevator, car. Faith in the Lord is 
knowing, believing, what He says can 
be trusted, counted on. The fifth chap- 
ter of John tells some wonderful things 
our Lord told about Himself, and He 
gave proofs why He can be trusted. This 
long chapter may be divided into sec- 
tions with titles to help the children in 
their reading: 1. Another wonderful cure 
(vs. 1-9); 2. On the Sabbath Day! (vs. 
10-16); 3. Jesus tells who He is and what 
He can do (vs. 17-30); 4. Four proofs 
that what Jesus says is true: John the 
Baptist (ys. 31-35); Power to do miracles 
(v, 36); God’s witness (vs. 37, 38); The 
Bible (vs. 39-47). 

The Golden Text, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), 
and the Memory Verse, “Jesus of Naz- 
areth ... went about doing good... 
for God was with him” (Acts 10:38), tell 
two things the Lord came to earth to do. 

The first is for you—something to have 
—life! Find John 5:24. The Lord Him- 
self says that if you hear Him and be- 
lieve, you have that life now! You have 
been born again, like Nicodemus. You 
know why you won’t be judged and con- 
demned, don’t you? Because the Lord 
took your punishment on the cross. Is 
there anyone here who wants that life 
today? (Teacher, help such after class 
to understand, and to accept the Sav- 
iour.) 

The second is for you, too—something 
for you to do—going about’ doing good. 
(Use an outline of a foot for the award 
for the verses.) We haven’t the power 
of the Lord to heal a sick child, though 
we can pray for Him to use His power, 
but we can do little things to help. Pos- 
sibly there is some permanently handi- 
capped child whom the class can “adopt.” 
If a schoolmate is laid up in hospital or 
home, but not too sick, plan to visit 
him. One can tell the lesson story, 
others may give verses learned recently, 
and one may pray for the sick one. Make 
a jig-saw puzzle by pasting a Bible’ pic- 
ture on cardboard, and take Sunday 
school papers. And, of course, there are 
many others to help: father, mother, 
little children. While you help, tell them 
about the Lord Jesus. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ODAY’S lesson is an exciting one. 

Can’t you almost see the important 
army officer making his way to the Lord 
Jesus? He bélieved that this Man could 
heal his son, else he would not have 
petitioned Him. But the Lord Jesus, 
the Son of God, perceived that he did 
not believe in Him as the Saviour of 
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the world (John 4:48). Your pupils 
will be delighted to learn of this army 
officer’s believing the words of the Lord 
Jesus; and going his way (v. 50), Em- 
phasize particularly that the next day 
the man learned that at the very hour 
the Lord Jesus had spoken to him, his 
son had been healed. Then, what a cli- 
max!—He and all his family believed that 
this was truly the Son of God. Make 
this story live for your children. 

To impress upon them the importance 
of their talking to the Lord Jesus, and 
believing that He can still do miracles 
in the same hour, the following modern- 
day incident will be helpful, 

One afternoon a missionary and his 
wife and their children traveled in a 
truck through a part of Africa where 
there were many wild animals. They 
were on their way to a ‘tribe of people 
who had never heard the Gospel. That 
night, they put up their tent and settled 
down to sleep. At first they were dis- 
turbed by the hyenas and a roaring lion. 
But because they trusted God, they fell 
asleep. Imagine that! 

In the middle of the night the mission- 
ary and his wife were awakened by a 
strange motion of their tent. The very 
ground seemed to be rising and lowering 
under them! The man arose from his 
cot and with rifle in hand slipped 
through the flaps of the tent. There, 
just twenty-three steps away, stood fif- 
teen elephants! The moment those wild 
beasts saw the missionary, their trunks 
went into the air, and they began to 
trumpet. They were getting ready to 
stampede! 

Like a flash the missionary realized that 
even if he fired every shot in his gun 
there would still be enough elephants 
left to destroy them. Somehow, just 
then, he bumped against a table on 
which they had stacked all the tin pans 
they used in cooking and eating. The 
table tipped over, and all the pans were 
spilled with a clatter! “Oh,” the mis- 
sionary thought, “this is the end. We 
will all be killed!” But instead of that, 
a most amazing thing happened! As the 
missionary looked unbelievingly, the ele- 
phants threw their trunks down, put 
their heads in line and away they 
marched in double-quick time! They 
were an angry bunch of elephants, They 
went their way pushing over trees and 
rolling rocks down the hillside. 

How thankful the missionary was for 
God’s deliverance! But he could not 
understand why they did that until one 
day when he was telling an ivory hunter 
about the incident. “You did just right,” 
the man said. “Beat on a pan or a piece 
of tin and they will always run. Shoot 
at them and they will always charge.” 
How wonderfully God had worked! The 
missionary did not know this, you see. 
But the Lord did. And He had let the 
missionary accidentally tip over the 
table! 

Months passed by, and it was time for 
the missionaries to come home for a rest. 
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And then they heard the better half 
of the story! A lady with whom they 
visited also had a story. One day she 
was busy—very busy—washing her win- 
dows, when God spoke to her to pray 
for these same missionaries in Africa. 
She hesitated because she had so very 
many things to do that she didn’t feel 
she could stop her window-washing and* 
pray. 

But somehow she felt that the African 
missionaries needed her prayers. She 
knelt down right near the windows and 
asked the Lord God, for the sake of 
the Lord Jesus, to take care of the mis- 
sionaries. When she rose from her 
knees, she knew that God had answered 
her prayer. It was such a special ex- 
perience that she wrote the time on her 
calendar. 

When she showed it to the mission- 
aries, what do you suppose, , boys and 
girls? Why, as the missionary checked 
it with his diary, he found that, taking 
into account the difference between the 
time at home and in Africa, this lady 
was on her knees praying for them at 
the very time the elephants stood out- 
side the tent! Oh, let us be faithful 
in praying, boys and girls. The Lord 
Jesus is the same today as He ever was. 
He. still loves to do miracles! 

Teacher’s Note: This illustration is 

etaken from a visualized series of twelve 

lessons entitled, “Learning To Pray the 
Bible Way.” It is such a valuable series, 
that you should use it with your chil- 
dren. Obtainable from your bookstore 
for $3.10, or from the publishers: Inter- 
national Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 50) 
1. It is a story with a sequel. 


2. It gave direction and definition to 
the opposition of the Jewish leaders, so 
bringing Calvary a long step nearer. 

3. We do not know. He had been ill 
thirty-eight years (John 5:5). 


4. He approached him with a direct 
challenge to his will (v. 6). 


5. He did not take him by the hand, 
nor even touch him, 

6. By obeying the “impossible” com- 
mands of Jesus (vs, 8, 9). 

7. Sabbath-breaking and blasphemy (v. 
18). 

8. Numbers 15: 32-36. 

9. In the unique sense of sharing the 


deity of the Godhead—“making himself 
equal with God” (v. 18). 


10. Jesus did not correct their impres- 
sion, but went to His death with that as 
the charge (Matt. 26:63-66; John 19:7). 


ELMuurstT, ILL, 






, 


56 (16) * 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
‘ of the State of New York 
Nationwide adoption is urged of a new 
statute recently passed by the State of 
New York. It requires the taking of 


chemical tests where drinking driving ~ 


is suspected, or forfeiture of drivers’ 
licenses for failure to take such tests. 
The vigorous enforcement of such a law 
would cause substantial reductions in 
drinkirfg driving in New York and later 
in other states that might adopt such 
a law. 


Don’t Like It.—“Have a drink?” . 
“No, thanks! I don’t like it!” 
“Wadda y’mean, you don’t like it?” 
“Well, ip twenty years of liking it, 
lost fifteen jobs, two good wives; got 
held up and robbed once; got in jail five 
times; spent $250 for a ‘cure’; lost hun- 
dreds and hundreds of dollars from time 
out from work with hangovers—couldn’t 
work—too sick, and a judge let me know 
through my present wife that the next 
drunk will get me six months straight 
time—no buying out. I just don’t like 
it any more. Some fun, wasn’t it?” 
“Yeah, some fun. Give the guy a coke.” 


— 


—Walt K., in St. Petersburg, Fla., Grape- * 


vine. 


Grocery beer sales are reported to be 
$2,250,000,000 in 1952, with three out of 
five families buying beer at their food 
store. Mrs. Marie Kiefer, secretary- 
manager of the National Association of 
Wholesale Grocers, gave this report, and 
is working to increase the sale of beer 
four to six times as much. She claims 
there is no saturation point, and urges 
more intensive advertising of the home 
carton for beer, and through the “TV 
party packages,” and other means. She 
is also working to reduce the license 
fees. 


John B. Gough, the noted temperance 
lecturer, was asked on one occasion to 
address an audience. “But, Mr. Gough, 
we would like for you to speak on some 
other subject than the evils of strong 
drink.” 

Mr. Gough replied: “Choose any sub- 
ject you please, and I will speak on it; 
but what I say will be on temperance.” 

Such was the conviction of the man 
who, himself, had experienced the ills of 
alcoholism. ,Aware that liquor had 
brought about his downfall, and that it 
was a destroyer of the human race, a 
blight to mind, body, and soul, with 
William Lloyd Garrison, eminent re- 
former of Civil War days, he was con- 
fident that the only way to banish drink 
was to hit it hard and continuously. 


The Queen Preferred Tea.—‘‘Could we 
please have a nice cup of tea?” said 
Queen Elizabeth, when the British royal 
family was offered champagne at the 
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Stratford-on-Avon Hall recently. At- 
tendants cleared away the champagne 
glasses'and replaced them with teacups. 
They took away the ice-filled champagne 
buckets and, by royal request, every- 
body drank tea. 

The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, and 
Princess Margaret went to the Town Hall 
after attending a performance at Shakes- 
peare Memorial Theater. It was the first 
visit of a reigning monarch to Shakes- 
peare’s native town for 386 years, and 
the inhabitants will not forget it, but 
one of the most indelible impressions 
made by the occasion was that the royal 
family was wise enough to prefer tea to 
champagne. 


I was just thinking, it is good for the 
liquor makers to learn that there are 
many people who cannot be bought by 
their money. One of them is Miss 
Alyene Porter, who wrote “Papa Was a 
Preacher.” Miss Porter’s action shows 
that her father was the right kind of 
preacher, and taught his children the 
truth about alcohol. 


We Permit It.—The traffic in intoxicat- 
ing liquor is a “special privilege” busi- 
ness, which has no right to exist apart 
from a special permit by government, 
and in the conduct of which the gov- 
ernment can hedge it about with all 
manner of restrictions, can even prohibit 
it altogether. 

The reason for this is the inevitably 
dangerous and evil character of the 
business, Thus our courts, from the 
lowest to the highest, have declared for 
a hundred years. 

Since the liquor business is special 
privilege business, which exists by suf- 
ferance and has no inherent right to 
exist, it follows that the business of ad- 
vertising it is also a special privilege, 
and not an inherent right, business. It 
folléws, therefore, that the advertising 
of alcoholic liquors can be regulated, 
restricted, and also prohibited without 
infringing upon any right of the adver- 
tisers. 


The Christian Century in an editorial 
said: “No one needs to be reminded of 
the corrupting influence of liquor every- 
where in American life. Yet the evan- 
gelical churches which once had an alert 
conscience on this matter are doing al- 
most nothing to discover the facts or 
bring them home to an indifferent pub- 
lic.” Thousands of boys and girls have 
no true conception of what alcohol is 
and does. True, they sit in church, 
week after week, yet hear the preacher 
make no reference to the joys of absti- 
nence or the evils of the social glass. 


The Church Says.—‘Some churches 
have never condemned the moderate 
use of alcohol; others still use fermented 
wine for Communion. The church, to a 
great extent, has kept its head in the 
sand as far as the mounting liquor prob- 
lem is concerned. Many of the ministers 
who have lifted their heads long enough 
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to peep over the sand to catch a glimpse 
of conditions as they are, feel too fright- 
ened to try to do anything about it.” 


Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1954 


TTRACTIVE Scripture wall calen- 

dars find a ready welcome in many 
Christian homes. They are widely used 
for inexpensive gifts for friends, for Sun- 
day school classes, and the like. The 
1954 Scripture Art Calendar offered this 
year by THe Sunpay Scuoot Times 
measures 10x16 inches. On the cover is 
a large, full-color reproduction of the 
head of Christ from Hofmann’s well- 
known painting of “Christ and the Rich 
Young Man.” Twelve inside calendar 
pages carry a different full-color repro- 
duction of a famous painting for each 
month, measuring 8%x4% inches. Such 
subjects as Hofmann’s “Annunciation to 
Mary,” “Mary at the Tomb,” and “Visit 
of the Wise Men”; Tissot’s “Pharisee and 
Publican”; Plockhorst’s “Jesus Walking 
on the Water”; and Stemler’s “Jesus in 
the Carpenter Shop,” and the like, are 
included. 

Large, easy-to-read numerals mark the 
days of the current month, and the pre- 
ceding and following months are shown 
in small size on each page. There is a 
Scripture verse for each weekday and 
a memory verse for each Saturday. The 
International Uniform Lesson title, 
Scripture reference, and Devotional 
Reading references are shown for each 
Sunday. In'addition references for daily 
Bible portions are listed for each month 
to encourage everyday Bible reading. 
Quarterly phases of the moon are shown 
on the proper days. 

These colorful Scripture calendars are 
modestly priced. They may be had for 
35 cents each; 3 for $1/ 12 for $3.50; 25 
for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22; prices for 
larger quantities upon request. Just ask 
for the 1954 Scripture Art Calendar, 
sending your request with your name, 
address, and remittance to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. 

“w 


The Young. People’s © 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 31 


1. Forward With Christ Through My 
Church (Acts 2:41-47; Matt. 16:13-20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of ristian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 
INCE January 31 gnd February 7 
mark, this year, the Seventy-third 

Anniversary' of the organization of the 

first Young People’s Society of Chris- 

tian Endeavor, the topics for these two 

Sundays have been chosen with that 
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thought in mind. ‘The first of these two 
Sundays will be widely observed as De- 
nominational Day, and therefore Chris- 
tian Endeavor’s relationship to the church 
is particularly emphasized. 
ve 

#The Christian Endeavor movement be- 
gan in the church, when, on February 2, 
1881, Dr. Francis E. Clark and his wife, of 
the Williston Congregational Church in 
Portland, Maine, brought together the 
first group of young people for the pur- 
pose of organizing a young people’s soci- 
ety. From that local organization the 
movement has spread throughout the 
Christian world. Dr. Clark in the 
“Christian Endeavor Manual” named 
four essential principles around which 
that first society and those that grew 
from it were organized. They were: 
(1) Confession of Christ; (2) Service 


for Christ; (3) Loyalty to Christ’s 
Church; (4) Fellowship with Christ’s 
people. He continues with this com- 
ment: 


“With these roots the Christian En-* 


deavor tree will bear fruit in any soil. 
Cut away any of these roots in any clime, 
and the tree dies.” 


Further evidence that the original - 


conception of the Christian Endeavor 
movement was that of societies or groups 
that were a loyal and vital part of their 
individual church organizations and de- 
nominations is seen in the “Model Con- 
stitution” that was suggested for soci- 
eties, although not obligatory. A portion 
of it read: 

“This society, being a part of the 
church, owes allegiance only and alto- 
gether to the church with which it is 
connected. The pastor, deacons, elders, 
or stewards, and Sunday school .super- 
intendent,-if not active members, shall 
be ex Officiis, honorary members. | It 
shall be understood that the nomination 
of officers or other action taken by the 
societies shall be subject to revision or 
veto by the church; that in every way 
the society shall put itself under the 
control of the official board of the 
church, and shall make a report to the 
church monthly, quarterly, or annually, 
as the church may direct.” 

bd 

It should be helpful, therefore, for all 
Christian young people’s groups, whether 
they come under the designation of 
Christian Endeavor or are known by 
some other title, to consider on this De- 
nominational Day some of the values of 














A new product for the church, Sunday 
sehool, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and ther- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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serving Christ in and through the church, 

The term “church” as found in the New 
Testament comes from a Greek word 
that means, “an assembly of called-out 
ones.” The verses chosen for our Scrip- 
ture portion in Matthew, 16 show that 
the Lord Jesus Christ had such an as- 
sembly in view during His earthly min- 
istry, and that it was to be founded on 
the confession of Himself as “the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” such as Peter 
made, The second Scripture portion from 
Acts 2 tells of the first gathering together 
of such an assembly, following Pente- 
cost, after Simon Peter had preached 
His Spirit-filled and stirring message 
concerning the life and death and res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus. It should 
be noted that those who received Peter’s 
word and believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and were baptized were added 
to the group, and that they all continued 
“stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
[teaching] and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers” (v. 42). 
Further we see that, as this continued, 
“the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved” (v. 47). 


ye 

The Book of Acts shows us that as 
individuals went forth from this original 
group, carrying the Gospel to other cities 
and countries, the number of believers 
multiplied, and we read of the church 
in Antioch, and the church in Philippi, 
and the church in Thessalonica, and the 
like. . 
ye ‘ 

As time went on, for one reason and 
another, coldness and error crept in and 
certain groups departed from the simple, 
apostolic faith until, by the time of the 
Reformation there had come over almost 
the whole church such an apostasy that 
it was necessary that a great upheaval 
should break forth to re-emphasize 
many of the great principles of the faith, 
and to set up the Reformed movement 
to which most of our evangelical Chris- 
tian denominations today owe their ori- 
gin. That in the Reformed faith there 
are differing denominations today is due 
largely to the fact that down through 
the ears further re-emphasis of some 
fundamental Christian truth has been 
necessary from time to time because of 
coldness or apostasy in the denomina- 
tions then existant. 

we 

As young people working in and 
through particular denominations today 
we should be informed as to the prin- 
ciples for which our chosen denomina- 
tion stands, and how it differs from 
other denominations, not that we may 
magnify these differences to the point 
of bitterness or intolerance, but that we 
may be sure that the denomination with 
which we link ourselves represents the 
convictions of our own hearts in the 
light of God’s Word. We should make it 
our business to become familiar with 
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tes a sage saying: “Where there’s 
a will, there’s a way!” We often 
receive letters from former stu- 
dents thanking us for “the will 
to win” and the power to win, 
received at BRYAN. 


“I want to express my thanks,” 
writes a recent graduate, “for 
the thorough preparation I re- 
ceived at BRYAN for my work 
at the Seminary. You. surely 
build a firm foundation. I find 
the work here fairly easy after 
the instruction at BRYAN.” 


Are you a high school graduate 
looking for a definitely Christian 
college? Then ‘letters like this 
will mean much to yok. For 
BRYAN waits to give you, too, 
“the will, and the power to win.” 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence léssons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgentiy needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 














A missionary organization in downtown 
Philadelphia is in need of a typist. Short- 
hand desirable. Pleasant working con- 
ditions. Write: 
Box 711 
The Sunday School Times 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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the history of our chosen denomination 
and learn its contribution to Protestant- 
ism, and we should inform ourselves as 
to its program and particularly as to 
its missionary outreach, so that we may 
satisfy ourselves that it is carrying the 
whole Gospe] to the uttermost parts of 
the earth in accordance with the Lord’s 
commission to His disciples. 
ve 

We shall undoubtedly hear, at one 
time or another, from those who would 
be indifferent to any church ties, argu- 
ing that a person does not necessarily 
have to be linked with some denomina- 
tional church in order to be a Christian. 
There is a sense, perhaps, in which that 
is true, but most of us will be better 
and more efficient Christians if we are 
linked with an evangelical, Bible-believ- 
ing church. (1) We need the inspiration 
and exhortation of other Christians in 
order to do our best work for Christ. 
(2) We need other believers in order 
to claim, in its fullness, God’s prayer 
promise that, where two or three are 
gathered together in His name there will 
He be in the midst. (3) We shall find it 
difficult to be obedient to the Lord’s 
command to remember Him in the 


breaking of bread in the Lord’s Supper, ° 


unless we are linked with a Christian 
church. (4) We shall find in the Chris- 
tian church opportunities for service that 
cannot be found elsewhere. Not all of 
us can go to the foreign field with the 
Gospel, or even to the home field, but 
we can, in co-operation with other 


Christians, carry out the Lord’s command * 


to preach the Gospel to every creature 
through an evangelical Christian church 
by praying and giving and supporting 
those who can- go. 

Let us see to it then that our young 
people’s group, under Christ’s direction, 
works in and through some true branch 
of the Church that He founded and to 
which He is still adding such as shall 
be saved. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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True and False Ideas 
(Continued from page 47) 


dren, exposed as they are on every hand 
to this disease-causing substance. 

What is the National Council of 
Churches doing about it? Nothing at al]l! 
And if that were all! Actually they dre 
throwing their influence to the Yale 
Alcohol School, which is leading in this 
attack on temperance teaching. 


IV 


The Blue Cross is the great European 
organization for the rescue of drunkards. 
In its organ, Le Libérateur, are samples 
of 2,900 letters received in several 
months. Those from captives are printed 
behind red bars and run as follows: 

We flee nighttimes from his furious 
delirium. You can imagine our suffer- 
ing. We beg your help. 

My daughter is the victim of wine. 
She is ashamed, but cannot resist. 

Would that my children had a father 
they could respect. He drinks beer and 


~ becomes ever more vicious. 


is an expectant 
I fear 


My daughter, who 
mother, alcoholizes continuously. 
for her future. 

He has had three crises of delirium. 
You are my last rescue plank. 

My young wife, mother of my two 
children, drinks, and I, her husband, am 
desperate. 

My life is a true Calvary. I have tried 
everything, patience, reason. Nothing 
helps. I am in despair. 

The most terrible thing is when he 
comes home drunk. It is always then 
a question of death. 

I am a sorrowing mother. My son 
drinks, a good boy, but without defense. 

The testimony of the delivered is on 
the opposite page. They describe the 
worthlessness of cures. God alone helps. 
Some tell of quiet and peace in homes 
after years of alcoholic typhoons. One 
testimony is from a seaman who was 
also a smoker of opium, ninety-three 
pipes a day. His new life began in 1949. 

How many disappointments! What 
self-sacrificing effort! The redeemed 
number hundreds, the despairing thou- 
sands! 

“Society pushes the drunkard into the 
ditch by the roadside,” says Jean-Daniel 
Fischer. “Even the Communists exclude 
him from their cells. The Church of 
Christ must pick up the gage and -bend 
over these men, abandoned by all.” Le 
Libérateur is sold in cafés and on the 
streets of French cities as an invitation 
to these captives. It tells of a woman 
who came fifty kilometers to ask for 
“the powder which saves men from 
drink.” Pastor Lafon speaks of a drunk- 


ard who was brought to the Blue Cross. 
He was astonished at the friendliness. 
At the exit a gentleman shook hands 
with everybody, and the drunkard said, 
“I thought he was paid for it.” 


He went 
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into a Bible instruction class and eventu- 
ally was saved, 
Vv 
Here is a French temperance tract: 


THE INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION OF 
THE EVILS OF ALCOHOLISM 


Open at all hours, even at night. In 
hospitals, prisons, asylums for the insane. 
Without charge 
Great procession of drinkers’ wives and 
martyred children 
One finds tickets for degradation, misery, 
and death on all corners of the streets 
—in saloons, bars, cafés, taverns, 
cabarets 
Prizes for each buyer 

1. To the drinker of apéritifs [French 
cocktails]: free entrance to an insane 
asylum with a bonus for a padded cell. 

2. To the lover of red or white wine: 
a heart-sickness, a fatty degeneration 
of the liver, or a stomach ulcer. 

3. To the habitual pastis [absinthe] 
drinker: an annual stay at a hdspital. 

4. To a persevering wine bibber: a real 
delirium tremens. 

5. To the pillar of the tavern: degra- 
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dation, poverty, or suicide—your choice. 


Important Notice: These prizes are’ 


guaranteed by the Academy of Medicine. 


Alcoho] is the modern form of slavery; 
for the sole benefit of the alcohol 
capitalists 
pd 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 25 to 31 


Mon.—John 4:43-54. 
Parents Are Concerned. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He. . . besought 
him [Jesus] that he would come down 
and heal his son.” Parents receive their 
children from God, and their interest 
in their offspring is divinely planted in 
their hearts. However, great as their 
natural interest may be, spiritual interest 
in the never-dying souls of their chil- 
dren must be implanted in their own 
souls by the regenerating grace of the 
Spirit of God. The higher duty to their 
children of bringing them early to 
Christ, and training them up in the ad- 
monition of the,Lord by example and 
instruction from God’s Word, is woefully 
neglected. Few professed Christian par- 
ents teach their children of the judg- 
ments of the Lord, His miracles, com- 
mands, blessings, punishments, and of 
Heaven and hell. Pray that Christian 
parents will become more concerned for 
the spiritual welfare of their children 
and will not make unholy connections 
for them. 


Tues.—John 5:1-9. 
Society’s Casualty Lists. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A great multi- 
tude of impotent folk.” In the social 
order we have three, yes, four impo- 
tencies: The physical, intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual. Of the four weaknesses 
spiritual impotency is the most lament- 
able; for spiritual-mindedness is true-.life 
and peace. “He that is spiritual judgeth 
all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). Only the 
“spiritual” can restore wandering souls. 
Look about you, observe the “multitude 
of impotent folk,” and pray and labor 
for their true welfare. Pray for a new, 
vigorous interest in the salvation of men 
and women, 


Wed.—John 5:10-16. Stop Sinning. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Behold, thou art 
made whole: sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee.” We can expect 
God’s mercy to be shown us when we 
sin ignorantly and are caught by sud- 
den surprise; but we must not presume 
that the Lord will show that same mercy 
to sins committed intentionally. One of 
the sad things in many of our evangel- 
ical congregations is to find people, who 
make much of God’s grace, falling into 
real disgrace, It should be remembered 
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A REGULAR, 
DEPENDABLE INCOME 

FROM 
MOODY ANNUITIES.” 
—Miss M.B.M. 


Knowing that contentment and financial 
worries do not go hand in hand . . . that 
anxiety is almost certain to increase in later 
years, unless provision is made to assure a 
regular income for material needs . . . Miss 
M.B.M. is placing her money periodically in 
Moody Annuities. 

She is enjoying a dependable, semi-annual 
return from each annuity, plus the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that her money is being used 
to help train consecrated young lives for 
full-time Christian service. 
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THIS 
IS 
KOREA 
TODAY! 


No, these are not war pictures. They are 
up-to-date photographs showing true 
conditions in Korea today—months after 
the war has ended. 


Read this heartbreaking report right 
from Korea by OMS Missionary, Ed 
Kilbourne: 


“Did you know there have been more 
than five million casualties alone? This 
is tragic in itself; but far more tragic than 
the dead littering the fields are the living 
remnants left behind after death has taken 
its toll. 


“I’ve seen these orphan children in 
the early dawn of subzero morning as 
they lined the streets alongside of build- 
ings, underneath stairways, in gutters. 
They had frozen to death in their sleep. 
I have seen others later on the same day, 
under the warmer rays of a winter’s sun, 
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1."Many babies are picked off the 
streets ready to die. A found- 
ling home in Taegu is nursing 

these back to health. 
(NAE Photo) 


9. Over 10,000 Korean boys 
and girls have limbs ampu- 
tated as a result of frostbite 
or war injury. 

(NAE Photo) 


3. Just one of 200,000 war orphans. 
Only one-third in orphanages. Where 
are the other 130,000 this winter? 
(World Vision Photo by Bob Pierce) 


4 A typical case of malnutrition in 
Taegu. (NAE Photo) 


6. Homeless boys sleeping on the street 
at night in Pusan. (NAE Photo) 


as they tried to catch a bit of sleep for 
they had kept active all night to keep 
from freezing to death while they slept. 

“As estimated, 25,000 children have 
been caught in the cross fires of battle 
and have either lost eyes, hands and arms, 
or feet and legs. These children grope 
or hop and hobble about Korea. 


“Can you, by the strongest stretch of 
your imagination put your own little boy 
or girl in the place of a Korean orphan?” 


How can you turn them down? Their 
destitution is greater than we can express. 


We must minister to their physicai needs 
as well as their spiritual longings. 


Send contributions for Korean relief to: 


The Oriental Missionary Society 


900 North Hobart Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 
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that sins abandoned are forgiven. We 
are not to sin that grace may abound. 
Pray for Christians who, though ortho- 
dox as to Christian doctrine, are defi- 
nitely wrong in practice. 


Thurs.—John 5:17-31. 
A Judgment Day Now. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My judgment is 
just.” We all discover, sooner or later 
in our experiences, that the Lord does 
deal with us after our follies and sins. 
His correctional] dealings with us are all 
just, and although tender, are definite 
reminders, of our coming day of ac- 
counts. There is a startling hint of 
the judgments of the Lord in present 
life (Rev. 2:16, 23). There is a sense in 
which we make our own fate. We can 
suffer tomorrow for the follies and sins 
of today. Pray for the Honolulu Bible 
College and Seminary (Christian Edu- 
cation Foundation of Hawaii, Inc.) This 
new Christian school is deeply in need 
of our prayers. 


Fri.—James 2:14-26. Faith and Works. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” Gospel 
faith is never apart from obedience. Its 
dependence is always dutiful. It evi- 
dences reliance upon God’s Word, and 
readiness to observe and do what He 
commands. Many people seem to di- 
vorce faith from works, and all who 
do so have only a dead faith. For as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also. Is 
your brand of faith one that “worketh 
by love”? Pray for more obedient chil- 
dren of God. 


Sat.—John 5:33-47. A Witness to Truth. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “John .. . bare 
witness unto the truth. . . . But I have 
greater witness than that of John... 
the Father himself, which hath sent me, 
hath borne witness of me.” Those ‘who 
rejected Christ did so from unbelief 
of Moses, who wrote of Christ. The road 
of unbelief grows darker as men pro- 
ceed down it. Having refused Moses, the 
rejecters of Christ refused the witness 
of John and the word and works of the 
Father in the Son. Sin increases blind- 
ness to truth. Pray for the ministry of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, ° 
Inc., Chicago. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 2:10-16. 


The Mind of Christ. e 

Prayer Succestions‘ “But wé have r- 
the mind of Christ.’ There are great 

minds in this world, as history dis- ~ 

closes. But the magnitude of mental 

caliber of man is all in the realm - 


of the finite. But the mind -of our 
Jehovah-Jesus is infinite, and as ran- 
somed souls we have, in our degree 
of capability to apprehend it, the mind 
of Christ to instruct us. Pray that 
you may more fully know Christ as 
your wisdom, 
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